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SHINER—In recognition of its 
100th anniversary, Spoetzl Brewery has 
provided for Shiner Catholic School 
and Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church 
to receive a $100,000 matching gift 
towards $200,000 in renovations. 
The first stage of work has just 
begun even while the additional 
$100,000 is being recruited.  Po-
tential donors from San Antonio, 
Corpus Christi and Houston are 
currently being solicited to try 
and raise the remaining funds. 
Spoetzl Brewery has experienced 

Brewery supports 
parish gym 
renovation

See $100 grand for 100 years, p. 11
St. Paul Cardinals finished gym

Our Lady of Victory Cathedral has 
entered into a contract to acquire the 
Town Plaza Mall property adjacent to 
the existing OLV grounds.  The property 
consists of approximately 19.5 acres of 
land and over 250,000 square feet of 
building space.  

In an August 21, 2009, letter to his 
parishioners, Msgr. Michael Harrold 
said, “We believe this transaction will be 
a historic event in the life of the parish 
community and will offer an opportunity 
for our parish to flourish for many, many 
years to come.”

The parish and the School Advisory 
Council had been working on a strategic 
plan for over two years and have identified 
the need for numerous facilities to keep the 
parish and school vibrant and thriving. The 
required facilities to meet these needs total 
about 70,000 square feet.

The identified improvements that 
would add value to the faith experiences 
at OLV included: parking, parish hall/
community center, multi-purpose meet-
ing facilities, religious education and 
CCD classrooms and meeting space, 
church and school administrative office 
space, classroom/lab additions (science, 
computer, foreign language, music, multi-
media, shop, home economics, etc.), a 
gymnasium, an expanded and updated 
library, and storage space for church and 
school groups.

The council had wanted facilities 
to be built on existing church grounds; 
however, they learned that this option was 
highly unlikely for several reasons. First, 
the only open space on the grounds is 
behind the school and chancery building, 

OLV purchases 
Town Plaza Mall property

which results in limited access options 
for emergency personnel and equipment.  
Secondly, in order to accommodate a 
parish hall, much parking would have to 
be installed, which would pave much of 
the remaining green space on the grounds 
and take away from the aesthetics of the 
property as well as needed space for sports 
practice.  Finally, and perhaps most impor-
tantly, the cost is estimated to be in excess 
of $11 million.

About the same time as this evaluation 
was being done, the parish and School 
Advisory Council learned of the bank’s 
foreclosure on the mall property next door.   
They began to evaluate the fit of the prop-
erty to the needs noted above and found 
that the site was an excellent fit for their 
needs with many opportunities for growth 
of the parish for years to come.   

With this detailed knowledge, the 
council, with parishioners with expertise 
in the real estate, banking, construction 
and engineering fields, began to formu-
late a negotiation and valuation strategy. 
The parish Finance Committee met along 
with these advisors and determined an 
appropriate offer for the property was 
$1.5 million.  This offer was accepted 
by the bank. In addition to the purchase 
price, they estimate the cost to complete 
the scope of work noted above within the 
existing facility would be less than $5 
million, a huge savings compared to new 
construction.  

Our Lady of Victory Parish, which cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary of existence 
in September 2007, expects to close the 
transaction before September 15, 2009.

A historic event in the life of Our Lady of Victory Cathedral in Victoria.  The 
parish expects to close the transaction before September 15, 2009, to acquire the 
Town Plaza Mall property adjacent to the existing grounds.  

By Cynthia Brewer
The biggest downturn in the economy 

since the Great Depression in the ‘30s is 
putting a strain on the ability of St. Vincent 
de Paul (SVDP) councils throughout the 
Victoria Diocese and the United States to 
assist those in need.

According to an Our Sunday Visitor 
article found on the St. Vincent de Paul Web 
site at www.svdpusa.org/, “Requests for 
assistance are up 40 percent in Seattle and 
have doubled in Long Island, N.Y., where 
business people wearing suits are showing 
up at the St. Vincent de Paul Society food 
pantries.”

As I left the chancery office August 25, 
I was surprised at the number of people 
lined up at the Our Lady of Victory (OLV) 
SVDP office seeking assistance.  I have 
noticed the waiting lines becoming longer 
with each passing week.

Cars were lined up in both directions 
along Azalea and Mesquite Lane through-
out the two-hour window that the society 
provides assistance. 

The OLV SVDP council in Victoria had 
nearly 70 calls asking for economical help 
on  August 25, 2009. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
councils’ needs have doubled 

$100 grand for 100 years

When speaking to those waiting in 
line, one woman said, “This is the first tine 
I’ve come for help.  The kids don’t know 
I’m here; they’re teenagers and would be 
embarrassed.”

“We gave away 58 boxes of food and 
provided financial aid to at least 10 people,” 
said Bo, a volunteer of SVDP in Victoria. 

I asked her if she’s noticed an increase 
in those needing assistance, “Oh yeah, we 
have a whole lot more people than we used 
to have,” she responded.  “That line going 
down the street tells it all.  It’s very rare that 
we’re able to leave at the normal closing 
time,” she continued.

Most SVDP councils send two volun-
teers to go directly to the homes of those 
requesting assistance. Because of their size 
and for reasons of safety, the OLV SVDP 
society operates a bit differently than most 
councils.  The SVDP office opens each 
Tuesday evening of the week; those need-
ing assistance come to the office with their 
requests.  Recently, a house located on the 
corner of Azalea and Mesquite Lane near 
the parish was donated to OLV and now 

See St. Vincent de Paul, p. 2

Our Lady of Victory St. Vincent de Paul council took 68 calls August 25 from those 
needing financial help.  Economic times are hurting families and charities.
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Bishop Fellhauer’s 
Schedule

2009 DSA & Reflection of 
Faith Capital Campaign Updates

September
6 6:30 a.m., Mass, St. Joseph 

Church, Moulton
 9:00 a.m., Mass, St. Joseph 

Church, Moulton
7 1:00 p.m., PTC Golf tournament 

benefiting St. Joseph School, 
Yoakum, Munic ipa l  Gol f 
Course

11 8:05 a.m, School  Mass, 
blessing of Band Hall addition, 
etc., Sacred Heart Church, 
Hallettsville

12 6:30 p.m., Mass, St. Joseph 
Church, Moulton

13 6:30 a.m., Mass, St. Joseph 
Church, Moulton

 9:00 a.m., Mass, St. Joseph 
Church, Moulton

 2 :00 p .m. ,  Mass,  IWBS  
Associates Consecration, 
Incarnate Word Convent, 
Victoria

15 6:00 p.m., Votive Mass for the 
Mystery of the Holy Cross, 
Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem, St. 
Mary Church, Victoria

16 3:00 p.m., Diocesan Finance 
Board meeting, Chancery 
Office

 4:30 p.m., Diocesan Building 
Board meeting, Chancery 
Office

18 11:00 a.m., Mass, St. Anthony 
School 8th grade retreat, 
Spiritual Renewal Center, 
Victoria

21-22 Texas Conference General 
Assembly and Texas Bishops’ 
meeting, Austin

25 7:00 p.m., reconciliation service, 
Spiritual Renewal Center, 
Victoria

26 9:00 a.m.,  Regist rat ion, 
Conference for Catechesis and 
Ministry, Holy Family Church, 
Victoria

 4:15 p.m., Conference Mass, 
Holy Family Church, Victoria

October
6 Diocesan Clergy Fraternity 

Day, Yoakum; dinner, Knights 
of Columbus Hall, Shiner

9 7:00 p.m., reconciliation service, 
Spiritual Renewal Center 

Thank You

father francis returns to 
inDia—Father Francis Thaivalappil, 
CMI, has been asked by his bishop 
to return to India for ministry. Father 
Francis came to the Victoria Diocese 
at the invitation of Bishop David E. 
Fellhauer three years ago and was sta-
tioned at Our Lady of the Gulf in Port 
Lavaca and assisted its three missions: 
St. Patrick in Seadrift, St. Joseph in Port 
O’Connor and St. Ann in Point Comfort. 
He is a priest of the Carmelites of Mary 
Immaculate, an indigenous order from 
India that has over 2,000 priests working 
all over the world, including over 200 
working in the United States.  Father 
Francis had been in the states 30 years 
ago at Seton Hall University, where he 
studied and received a master’s degree 
in education.  He went back to India 
and taught at the colleges and schools 
for another 25 years before returning 
to the United States.  “I came here for 
a change,” he said. “It was a very good 
time for me in my priestly life; without 
any administration work, I was able 
to devote my time to the sacramental 
life of the people.  Administrating the 
sacraments is the most important thing 
of my life.”  He also enjoyed being with 
the people of the Port Lavaca area and 
visiting the sick.  He left for India on 
August 4 to Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 
State in India.

Shuttin’ 
the Gate

Editorial by Cynthia Brewer, editor

The secretary of a parish in the Dio-
cese of Victoria was questioned about a 
book that was apparently being marketed 
to children through The Scholastic Book 
Club.  She contacted the Diocese of Vic-
toria offices of Catechetical Ministry and 
Youth and Child Protection to learn more 
about the book.  

“Conversations with God” and “Con-
versations with God for Teens,” written by 
Neale D. Walsch, sound harmless enough 
by their titles alone. Upon research the 
diocesan staff stated that they would not 
recommend these books to anyone. 

Chris Alvarez, in Catechetical Ministry, 
sent out a request for information to the 
National Association of Catechetical Media 
Professionals (NACMP).  One of the replies 
included this: “It is very New Age, and the 
author describes himself as being a spiritual 
messenger. The information I got gave this 
as a direct quote from the text.  When asked 

Beware of “Conversations with God” author
about God’s forgiveness of sin, his reply 
was ‘I do not forgive anyone because there 
is nothing to forgive.  There is no such thing 
as right or wrong and that is what I have 
been trying to tell everyone, do not judge 
people.  People have chosen to judge one 
another and this is wrong, because the rule 
is ‘judge not lest ye be judged.’” 

An e-mail warning against the books 
is being researched by Snopes.com; this 
e-mail includes the above quote, as well 
as others, such as: 

“The author purports to answer various 
questions asked by kids using the ‘voice 
of God.’

“Another girls poses the question ‘I am 
living with my boyfriend. My parents say 
that I should marry him because I am living 
in sin. Should I marry him?’

“His reply is, ‘Who are you sinning 
against? Not me, because you have done 
nothing wrong.’”

Upon looking into the book myself, it 
obviously goes against biblical and Church 
teaching, and is definitely not recom-
mended.

However, please do not get it mixed up 
with “In Conversation with God,” which 
according to http://www.catholiccom-
pany.com/catholic-books/1003444/, is a 
series of outstanding meditations that fol-
low the Church’s liturgical calendar. Each 
day’s meditation is divided into three parts 
and is five or six pages long. The subjects 
relate to themes from the Mass readings 
for that day or the liturgical season. This 
work helps the reader deepen the message 
of Christ in the ordinary circumstances of 
the day.

Your Excellency,
When His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI 

visited The Catholic University of America 
in April 2008, the entire university com-
munity embraced him with great love and 
affection. …

Last year, you and your brother bishops 
throughout our country facilitated a truly 
generous response to our national appeal 
in the history of The Catholic University 
of America.  A national total of $5,538,669 
was collected.  I cannot begin to express our 
gratitude to you adequately.  Once again 
this year, thanks to you and the good people 
of the Diocese of Victoria, $6,823.19 was 
raised and contributed – all of which is used 
to support young women and men through 
our financial aid and scholarship programs.  
Without this collection, the education we 
provide at The Catholic University of 
America would simply not be accessible 
to or possible for them.

I do believe that we, at CUA, have re-
sponded to the Holy Father’s encouraging 
call: “Bear witness to hope. Nourish your 
witness with prayer. Account for the hope 
that characterizes your lives by living the 
truth.” … I thank you and the people of your 
diocese for helping make that possible.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Very Rev. David M. O’Connell, C.M.

President
The Catholic University of America

2009 DSA 
 Diocesan Goal:     $1,282,100.00
 Parish Pledge Totals:    $   579,903.11
 Parish Contribution Totals:   $   524,169.81
 Number of Parish Families Participating:  3,638

REFLECTION OF FAITH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
 Diocesan Goal:     $  9,000,000.00
 Parish Pledge Totals:    $13,452,922.56
 Parish Contribution Totals:   $  6,138,501.44
 Number of Parish Families Participating:  6,950

houses SVDP operations.
 “Right now times are hard and I’m here 

to get help,” said a woman named Renee 
who has 12 grandchildren she helps raise.

Another woman stated, “I’m 38, been 
working since 16, and this is the first time 
I’ve needed help.”

Debbie Vanelli, OLV SVDP vice 
president, said they helped 62 families 
July ‘08.  This year in July that increased 
to 145 families. 

“The people who donate to St. Vincent 
de Paul are very generous,” Debbie said. 
“Even in these times, donations have re-
mained fairly steady at $1,200 to $1,500 
a month.”

However, OLV’s society just decided 
that beginning in September they will have 
to limit their giving to food rather than help-
ing to pay bills, she said. 

At the average cost of $7.50 for a box 

of food, multiplied by the 198 families 
OLV helped in August of this year, it cost 
the society all its monthly resources just to 
feed the hungry.”  

“Food goes so much further; we can 
guarantee at least a meal,” she said.  “When 
people come in with $400 to $600 electric-
ity bills, we can only provide a band-aid, 
and we need to be wise stewards.”

Elsewhere, such as at St. Robert’s in El 
Campo, reports show that assistance has 
doubled since this time last year.  For the 
two-month period of July and August ‘08 
there were 85 requests for $2,444; for July 
and August of ‘09 those figures jumped to 
150 requests for a total of $5,050.69

The end-of-the-year totals from through-
out the Diocese of Victoria, will be reported 
in the January 2010 issue of The Catholic 
Lighthouse by Cathy Garcia, the district 
council president.

Continued from p. 1
St. Vincent de Paul councils needs have doubled

Job opening
The Diocese of Victoria is looking for a 
full-time staff accountant to handle the 
accounting for the Priests’ and Lay Em-
ployees’ Pension Plans and the collection 
and accounting for the Capital Campaign 
Pledges and the Annual Diocesan Services 
Appeal.  Experience as a full-charge book-
keeper or equivalent education is required.  
Must be proficient in Excel and Quick 
Books.  Prefer a practicing Catholic.
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In Memory of ...

YOAKUM - Annie A. Ruppert, age 
91, died on Wednesday, July 29, 2009. 
She was born in DeWitt County on Dec. 
27, 1917, to Emil and Emilie 
Erdelt Friedel.

She was a homemaker, 
member of St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, and a member of the 
Altar Society.

Survivors: son, Rev. Don 
Ruppert of East Bernard; 
daughter-in-law, Tina Otto of 
Edna; granddaughters, Kim 
Whittley of Edna, Monica Lee 
of Crosby, Deanna Webernick 
of Edna, and Valerie Novian of 
Edna; grandson, Jeff Ruppert of Yoakum; 
13 great-grandchildren; and two great-
great-grandchildren.

Annie A. Ruppert, mother of Father Don Ruppert
Preceded in death by: parents; hus-

band, Herbert Ruppert; son, Wilfred Rup-
pert; and brother, Bill Friedel.

The funeral service was 
held Saturday, August 1, at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
in Yoakum with Bishop Da-
vid E. Fellhauer officiating. 
Entombment was at St. Joseph 
Mausoleum.

Pallbearers were Shane 
Whittley, Clint Whittley, 
Grant Webernick, Kenny Frie-
del, Terry Friedel and Larry 
Basham.

Memorials may be given 
to St. Joseph Catholic Church in Yoakum 
or Holy Cross Catholic Church in East 
Bernard.

Rev. Msgr. Leroy H. Braden, age 82, 
passed away peacefully on July 23, 2009. 
He was born on August 5, 1926, in Mentz, 
Texas, to Rochus and Louise 
Wendel Braden.

His family moved to 
Wharton County when he 
was seven and he attended 
Jones Creek School. In 1943, 
he graduated from Crescent 
High School. Msgr. Braden 
entered St. Mary’s Seminary 
in La Porte in 1946 and was 
ordained a priest there by Bishop Wendelin 
J. Nold on May 30, 1953. The next day, 
he celebrated his first Solemn Mass at 
St. Philip Catholic Church in El Campo, 
Texas. 

Msgr. Braden’s assignments as assis-
tant pastor were at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
in Galveston, St. Christopher Church and 
Corpus Christi Church, both in Houston, 
Texas. As pastor, his past parishes include 
St. Mary Church in Plantersville, with a 
mission church at St. Joseph’s in Stone-
ham, Texas, St. Augustine Church and 
St. Christopher Church, both in Houston, 
Texas. In June 1984, he became the pastor 
of St. Helen Church in Pearland, Texas.  In 
recognition of his outstanding priestly 
ministry, Msgr. Braden was made an hon-
orary prelate with the title of monsignor by 
Pope John Paul I on December 5, 1978. 

Besides his parish ministry, Msgr. 
Braden was also active in Engaged and 
Marriage Encounter, Seafarers Center, 
Chaplain of the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas, Knights of Columbus, Alham-

Msgr. Leroy Braden, Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston, brother to Sr. Elaine Braden, IWBS

bra, and Catholic Life Insurance Union. 
He was a charter member of the Pearland 
Ministerial Alliance. He has also served 

as dean of the Southeast 
Deanery and a member of the 
personnel board and priest 
senate of the diocese.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Rochus and 
Louise Wendel Braden, and 
brothers Leon and Leonard 
Braden. 

He is survived by his 
sisters, Mary Louise Hacker and her 
husband Martin, Sister Elaine Braden, 
IWBS, Victoria; brother, William Braden 
and his wife Connie; nephews and nieces 
David, James and Robert Hacker, Paul and 
Eddie Braden, and Theresa and Barbara 
Powell. The family would like to thank 
Msgr. Braden’s good friend and caretaker 
Mary Marks.

Visitation for Msgr. Braden was held 
on the evening of July 27, with the rosary 
being recited at St. Helen Catholic Church 
in Pearland. Msgr. Reginald R. Nesvadba 
presided, and Cardinal Daniel Di Nardo 
said the homily at the vigil service. The 
Mass of Christian Burial, held at St. Helen 
Catholic Church July 28, was presided by 
Archbishop Joseph A. Fiorenza and con-
celebrated by about 50 priests, his sister, 
Sister Elaine, said. Interment is at Forest 
Park Lawndale Cemetery in Houston. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to St. Helen Catholic School, 2213 Old 
Alvin, Pearland, TX 77581, (281) 485-
2845.

By Rev. Matthew Habiger OSB,  
NFP Outreach

The year beginning on 19 June 2009 is 
designated as “A YEAR FOR PRIESTS” 
(from Vatican Web site).  The objective 
here is to help priests appreciate God’s 
noble calling, and to encourage them to 
live out their vocation as God wants it to 
be lived.

The people of God need Jesus, the 
Church, and the sacraments.  The priest 
is the minister of God who makes the 
sacraments present to the faithful. This is 
his priestly/cultural role.

The priest is also a teacher of the ways 
of God.  This is his prophetic role.  God 
has a plan for all the basic components 
of human life like marriage, spousal love 
and family.  This plan cannot be known if 
it is not taught.  It cannot be lived if it is 
not known.  Husbands and wives cannot 
be happy if they are not living their mar-
riages and spousal love as God designed 
them to be.

A YEAR FOR PRIESTS is a time to 
reflect upon how to get important teach-
ings back into the pulpit where everyone 
hears them. Clearly, the gradual unraveling 
of marriage and its harmful impact upon 
couples and families is a major issue to-
day.  Proclaiming God’s plan for marriage, 
spousal love and family is the first step in 
the retrieval of these fundamental values. 
How is this to be done?

I think it is safe to say that there is still a 
great fear among many clergy to deal with 
the topics of contraception and steriliza-
tion at the pulpit.  Some priests think that 
their people are too weak to break the habit 
of contraception.  Others fear that they 
will be criticized and rejected; collections 
will decrease.  My experience is just the 
opposite.  After Mass people thank me for 
proclaiming God’s truth.  They often ask: 
“Why haven’t we heard this before?”  Rev. 
Randy Moreau says that his collections 
actually go up.

Looking at the moral landscape around 
us should help us to see that something is 
seriously amiss.  Half of our marriages 
today collapse.  Lifetime commitments 
dissolve when couples run into difficulties 
in their relationship – difficulties that they 
are unwilling to face together.  Divorce 
does not solve a problem.  Divorcees 
simply carry their unresolved problems 
with them to the next marriage.  Children 
desperately want to live with their natural 
parents and want to experience an example 
of unconditional love in their parents’ 
marriage.

An 80 percent cohabitation rate today 
among young couples who approach the 
Church for a wedding tells us something 
about how young people perceive mar-
riage.  When they see so many failed mar-
riages among their families and friends, 
they conclude that making a lifetime com-
mitment to a spouse is impossible for frail 
humanity.  So they are reluctant to even 
try –they just cohabitate.

A Year for Priests ... 
Helping Priests

You must wonder why people living 
in such affluent times as ours find it so 
difficult to live by the Commandments.  
Sex is treated so casually, as simply a 
form of recreation, to which there are 
no corresponding responsibilities.  The 
popular culture promotes these attitudes 
relentlessly.  We have all the potential for 
living good lives and doing much good, 
but something gets in the way and we are 
frozen in our tracks – paralyzed. 

I cannot imagine any priest who is hap-
py with the reality of a 50 percent divorce 
rate and an 80 percent cohabitation rate.  
He must want what is best for his people.  
But will he see the connection of these 
statistics with an 85 percent contraception 
rate (includes a 40 percent sterilization 
rate) among his couples?  How can anyone 
make the total gift of self when they are 
contracepting?  How can a marriage bond 
endure when it is being systematically 
distorted and deformed?

Unless we bring God’s plan for mar-
riage and spousal love back into the pulpit, 
we cannot expect things to improve.  The 
good shepherd is willing to lay down his 
life for the welfare of his flock.  The Cure 
of Ars would have no reservations in do-
ing this.

Preaching God’s plan for marriage and 
spousal love is completely doable.  God’s 
plan can be preached anywhere, anytime.  
Rev. Dan McCaffrey and I are living 
proof of this.  Each year we crisscross the 
country and offer NFP Parish Weekends.  
We preach all the homilies, and encourage 
couples to attend a short talk on NFP in 
the parish hall immediately after the Mass.  
Couples who live NFP give the talk.  We 
encourage couples to listen to one of sev-
eral CDs (that we make available to the 
parish) on related issues.  And we always 
receive a good reception.  We could do 
this in your parish.

A YEAR FOR PRIESTS is a good time 
for every priest to learn how to preach God’s 
plan for these vitally important matters.  It is 
so very doable.  All the resources we need 
are readily available.  The people want to 
know what God expects of them, and why 
his plan is so good, not just for them, but 
for all of us.  We offer clergy conferences 
on how to preach these values.

If you want to help priests discover the 
richness of their priesthood, then encour-
age them to address the great issues of our 
times.  If you want couples to have strong 
marriages and healthy, happy families, 
then promote the teaching of God’s plan 
for these matters.  

Father McCaffrey and I are available 
to give clergy conferences on the theme: 
How to Preach God’s Plan for Marriage 
and Spousal Love.  We are also available 
for NFP Parish Weekends.  Contact us at 
nfpoutreach@att.net, or call us a (405) 
942-4084.  We also provide occasional 
missions on the Theology of the Body.

See also CCL Home Study Course, p. 13
Inez

St. John’s Bazaar
Hungerford Community Center

Sunday, October 4
Barbecue:  Chicken • Beef • Sausage Dinner

with the ladies famous sauerkraut
Starting at 10:30 a.m.

Auction - 12:30 p.m.
Games • Country Store • Cakewalk •  Bingo • and MORE!

Everyone Is Welcome - Fun For All!

t. Joseph Church, Inez
136th Annual Parish Picnic

Sunday, September 13
Inez Community Center

Fried Chicken, Brisket, Sausage Dinner
Plates-to-go starts at 10:30 a.m./ Dine-in starts at 11:00 a.m. @ $7 p/p

Auction at 1:00 p.m. • Antiques included

Kids Games • Country Store • Cakewalk • 
Silent Auction • And More!

   ~ Raffle ~ Half Calf  ∞ Flat Screen TV ∞  Rod & Reel ∞Gift Cards

Come Out And Join The Fun!!!!!!

Raffle Prize
Not exact bike
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Seminary Burses
Seminary burses are a permanent fund used for the education of future priests for the Diocese of 
Victoria.  The goal of each burse is $15,000.  The interest from this amount is applied yearly to 
the education of seminarians.  The burses are in memory of or in honor of an individual priest 
or lay persons, living or deceased.  Publication of the burses will appear periodically when new 
contributions are received.  

As of August 26, 2009           
   TOTALS
— Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – 

KJZT Seminary Burse #6
Previously reported  $886.10
Gift from KJZT Clerical 
 Endowment Fund 8,387.88
  Total $9,273.98

— Rev. Msgr. Edward C. Bartsch 
Seminary Burse

Previously reported  $1,765.00
Gift to burse by 
 Vaclav & Edith Kalina   10.00
In memory of Virginia Stella 
 Alexander by Rhonda Alexander        25.00
  Total $1,800.00

— Catholic Daughters Court of St. Ann 
#369 Seminary Burse #2

Previously reported  $6,898.99
In memory of Evelyn Rochelli by: 
 CDA Court St. Ann #369            20.00
 Grace Rigamonti   10.00
  Total $6,928.99

— Knights of Columbus Victoria Council 
#1329 Seminary Burse #3

Previously reported  $8,807.50
In memory of Aaron A. Wieland by 
 KC Council #1329          100.00
In memory of Elroyce E. Schroller by 
 KC Council #1329          100.00
  Total $9,007.50

— Knights of Columbus 4th Degree St. 
Michael’s Assembly #1527

 Weimar, TX Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $2,720.00
In memory of Kenneth E. Hollas by 

Those wishing to begin a burse or to 
contribute to an existing seminary burse 
may do so by sending their contributions 
with the appropriate burse designation 

to:  

seminary Burses 
DIOCESE OF VICTORIA

P. O. BOX 4070
VICTORIA, TX  77903

Our Lady of Victory

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
CATHEDRAL

ANNUAL Fall FESTIVAL

Sunday, October 11

 at the Victoria Community Center
Doors open at 11:00 a.m.

Buffet style barbecue-beef and sausage 
dinner with all the trimmings

Adults, $7; children under 12 years, $4.50
All plates-to-go $7 

with curb service available

Booths and games for the entire family
Auction begins at 12:30 p.m. 

in the Community Center Annex

DALLAS—Dozens of Holy Trinity 
and Mater Dei seminarians and hundreds 
of their supporters will gather at Dallas’s 
Fairmont Hotel on Tuesday, October 6, for 
the annual welcome back dinner honoring 
the seminarians.  This event has become 
an annual one not only as introduction of 
the new seminarians to the Dallas and Fort 
Worth dioceses Catholics but is one of the 
outstanding social events of the diocesan 
calendar.  To top off the evening festivities 

Seminary Sets Welcome Dinner

 KC 4th Degree #1527          175.00
In memory of Francis E. Parks by 
 KC 4th Degree #1527          175.00
  Total $3,070.00

— Rev. Theophil Okruhlik & Rev. Vincent 
Verdarame Seminary Burse

Previously reported   $9,297.89
Gift to burse by Pt. Lavaca 
 Catholic Life Ins. Branch #55 100.00
In memory of John Janis by 
 Frances Janis   10.00
  Total $9,407.89

— Rev. Celestino Say Seminary Burse   
(Catholic Life Ins.)

Previously reported  $2,675.00
In memory of Annie Ruppert by 
 M/M Robert Bochat   25.00
In honor of Sr. Sylvia’s 60th jubilee 

celebration by: 
 Frank & Rita Zaruba  100.00
 Fred & Anita Spangler           100.00
In memory of Aaron Wieland by 
 M/M Robert Bochat   25.00
In memory of Elroyce Schroller by 
 M/M Robert Bochat   25.00
  Total $2,950.00

Jacob Koether (l.) is a College IV student at Franciscan 
University in Stuebenville Ohio.  His home parish is 
Holy Cross, Bay City, and his birthday is September 
14.  Please show your support for our seminarian by 
writing to:  Jacob Koether, 1235 University Blvd., Stu-
ebenville, OH 43952

Scott Hill (r.) is a College IV student at Franciscan 
University in Stuebenville Ohio.  His home parish is 
St. Roch, Mentz, and his birthday is September 29.  
Please show your support for our seminarian by writ-
ing to:  Scott Hill, 1235 University Blvd., Stuebenville, 
OH 43952

Happy Birthday!

– beginning at 5:00 p.m. with a reception 
and wine pull – San Antonio Diocese 
Auxiliary Bishop Oscar Cantu will deliver 
the main after-dinner address.

Alumni of Holy Trinity from around 
the state of Texas and outside the state and 
supporters  of both seminaries from near 
and far are all welcome to attend.  Tickets 
are $125.  For more information please 
call: (972) 438-2212. 

DIOCESAN KJZT SOCIETIES MAKE LARGE DONATION TO BURSE—On 
August 26, 2009, the Clerical Endowment Fund of the Catholic Family Fraternal 
of Texas (KJZT) presented Bishop David E. Fellhauer with a check in the amount 
of $8,387.88 to be applied to the Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas – KJZT Burse.  
The KJZT stated that they were thankful for the opportunity to support the edu-
cation of young men studying for the priesthood in the Victoria Diocese.  The 
donation came from contributions from members and friends of KJZT societies in 
the Diocese of Victoria and State Office contributions. Presenting the check to the 
bishop on behalf of the KJZT, are officers of Victoria’s KJZT Assumption Society 
101, Carolyn Nevlud, treasurer; Evelyn Dierlam, president; and State Director 
Mary Ann Marek of Shiner.

serra nW hosts seminarian BBQ—Before the seminarians of the diocese 
had to return to school, the Serra Club Northwest hosted the summer seminar-
ian hamburger cookout at St. Mary’s, St. Mary (Hallettsville).  Seven of the eight 
seminarians were present August 13. Father Dan Morales, director of vocations, 
introduced them to the large group of Serrans in attendance. Patrick Knippenberg 
of Sts. Cyril & Methodius in Shiner was unable to attend as he was in Lubbock 
finishing his summer hospital chaplaincy internship.  As a gift, the Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 9088 of Victoria presented each seminarian a breviary cover with 
the diocesan Coat of Arms and his initials.  Pictured from left are Kristopher Fuchs 
of Needville, Sean Breeden and Jacob Koether of Bay City, Bishop David Fellhauer, 
Matthew Soto of Shiner, E.J. Gutierrez of Wharton, Philip Brune of Frelsburg, and 
Scott Hill of Mentz.  Please keep them in your prayers.
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Thomas J. Dermody, editor
The Catholic Post, newspaper of the 
Diocese of Peoria, Ill.

CNS—Whatever one thinks of the way 
Jillian Peterson and Kevin Heinz choreo-
graphed their wedding party’s recent trip 
down the aisle of a church in Minnesota, 
all can agree it was creative and joyful. 
For those who haven’t seen the week’s 
most popular YouTube video or excerpts 
of it on the national news, the ushers, 
bridesmaids and groomsmen – all wearing 
sunglasses – danced into the church to Chris 
Brown’s rhythm and blues song “Forever.” 
One young man did a walking handstand. 
Not to be outdone, the groom entered via 
somersault, and the beaming bride also 
danced her way in, twirling as she held her 
bouquet aloft.

The wedding guests roared with laugh-
ter at the unusual entrance. Heinz put the 
five-minute video on YouTube, and within 
days it was the talk of the Internet. As of 
July 27, it had been viewed more than 8 mil-
lion times. The entire wedding party made 
a guest appearance on the “Today” show, 
where they re-created their choreography 
in New York’s Rockefeller Plaza.

We have two thoughts that might seem 
opposite at first: 1) Don’t try this at your 
local Catholic parish, but 2) We all should 
strive to better embrace every Mass as an 
occasion of great joy.

Our guess is Jillian and Kevin’s creativ-
ity will lead to a lot of copycats. And, at a 
reception, that might be appropriate and 
fun. But for good reasons, at the church – 
and in the case of Catholics, the Mass – the 
focus should be on praising God, not our 
own entertainment.

Consider what Bishop Daniel R. Jenky 
wrote in the column “Gesture and Courtesy 
at Church” that appeared shortly after his 
arrival in the Diocese of Peoria in 2002.

“Our cathedral, our churches and our 
chapels,” wrote the bishop, “are specifi-
cally dedicated as sacred space and should 
never be used for any purely secular use. 
The God we praise is awesome and holy, 
and his ‘house’ must always be a house of 
prayer.”

Parish priests are the ones who usu-
ally have to field the “Can we do this at 

Enter with joy, if not dance
our wedding?” questions. It may seem to 
some brides and grooms that the “rules” are 
overly rigid, but it is the priest’s responsi-
bility to ensure that the proper attitude of 
reverence is maintained, that marriage is 
understood as a sacrament, and that the 
couple realizes the wedding Liturgy is an 
official act of worship of the church. It is 
not a private observance.

That being said, Jillian and Kevin’s 
video could and should remind all Catholics 
not to check their joy at the church entrance. 
There are plenty of opportunities to show it 
and share it, not only at weddings, but at ev-
ery celebration of the Mass. Last week, for 
example, the diocese’s Catholic charismatic 
community had a spirited, joy-filled Liturgy 
that also included an out-of-the-ordinary 
processional. Following the cross were 
about two dozen convention participants 
carrying banners or waving pennants bear-
ing messages such as “Praise God.”

We should approach every Mass with 
a joyful heart. But when we sing or say 
an “Alleluia!” do we do so in the spirit of 
the word, reflecting joy, thanksgiving and 
triumph? Or do we mutter it more out of 
obligation?

Likewise, when we sing a hymn — be 
it contemporary or traditional — do our 
thoughts and body language reflect what 
we’re singing? Or are we looked at a little 
oddly if we smile or beam while singing? 
When we exchange a greeting with those 
around us either at the sign of peace or 
after Mass, do we act as though being at 
the Mass and seeing them is the highlight 
of our week? When receiving the Eucharist, 
is there joy as well as awe and reverence at 
the indescribable richness of the gift?

And finally, do we understand – as 
Bishop Jenky teaches in almost every 
homily – that the Eucharist is a foretaste 
of heaven itself?

Joy is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
If we’re not bearing that fruit, including at 
Mass, we’re not a fully, healthy branch of 
the true vine.

And while we may not agree with Jillian 
and Kevin on the appropriateness of their 
creative choreography, we do wish them a 
long, happy and joyful marriage.

By Rev. Donald Hayden, O.SS.T., Chap-
lain at Incarnate Word and Blessed 
Sacrament Convent

I don’t know whether you can remem-
ber the way things were before Vatican II or 
not.  I was pretty young when the council’s 
changes began happening, but one thing 
I can remember is before, whenever we 
talked about whatever priest we had at 
Mass on Sunday, we would say that “Fa-
ther SAID Mass.”   I 
don’t  remember 
when it changed, 
but at some point 
in the post-Vatican 
II times we began 
to say that “Father 
C E L E B R AT E D 
Mass.  This was a 
rather significant 
change in vocabu-
lary and in our un-
derstanding of what 
we were doing in 
those Sunday (and weekday) gatherings, 
but we didn’t quite go far enough ... .

Listen to how Saint Ambrose de-
scribes the martyrdom of Saint Lawrence:  
When Saint Lawrence saw Bishop Sixtus 
being led to martyrdom, he started to 
weep. It was not his bishop’s suffering 
that drew tears from his eyes but the fact 
that he was going to martyrdom without 
him. That was why he began shouting 
after him in these words: ‘Father, where 
are you going without your son? O holy 
priest, where are you going in such a 
hurry without your deacon? Yet you have 
never been accustomed to offer the sacrifice 
without a minister! ... Test it out that you 
have chosen a good deacon: would you 
refuse to share the sacrifice of your blood 
with him to whom you have entrusted 
the administration of the Lord’s blood, 

Celebrate Mass with your Priests
with whom you share the sacraments?’... 
     Then Pope Sixtus replied to Lawrence: 
“I have not forgotten you, my son, nor am I 
forsaking you. But to you I am leaving even 
greater combats to undergo. I am old and 
can only bear a light struggle. But you are 
young and there remains an even more glo-
rious triumph against the tyrant to be won by 
you. You will be coming shortly; dry your 
tears; you will follow me in three days...” 

Can you hear the en-
thusiasm of Lawrence 
to share in the martyr-
dom of his bishop, the 
Holy Father?   

In this “Year for 
Priests” might we 
take a step further?  In 
solidarity with our 
priests, bishops and 
pope who celebrate 
the Mass, might we 
all make the effort to 
celebrate Mass, too?   

No, I’m not advocating for married or 
women clergy.  I mean really “celebrate 
Mass” for and with the priests: read the 
daily readings in preparation for Mass 
and consider your response. Get plenty of 
rest.   Really sing.  Respond with convic-
tion. Stay for the entire Mass.  Make effort 
to become more a part of the whole com-
munity of faith.  Convince the priest who 
“celebrates” that the Eucharist is really the 
center of your life.  

Priests need to be evangelized, too; en-
couraged.  Lawrence knew that as he called 
out to Holy Father Sixtus.  He wanted 
his priest to know that he was not alone.   
Trust me on this:  you don’t want your 
priests to get accustomed to offering the 
Sacrifice without ministers.

Theology at the Well, the highly suc-
cessful Catholic program geared toward 
young adults, married or single, returns 
to Victoria.  The exciting and informa-
tive meetings will take place every other 
Thursday evening at 6:45 p.m. at Chili’s 
Restaurant from September 3 to Novem-
ber 12.  Those attending will hear inter-
esting discussions on current issues in the 
Church and have the opportunity to meet 
other Catholics while enjoying good food 
and drinks.  

Topics for the upcoming meetings 
will be:

Sept. 17 – “Discovering the Holy 
Spirit” – Jesus reassured his followers 
that he would send an advocate to guide 
them after his ascension. As we strive to 
live in this world, we are comforted by the 

Theology at the 
Well continues

knowledge that we were sealed in the same 
spirit at our confirmations. However, it can 
be hard to know if he is guiding us. Sister 
Mildred Truchard, IWBS, helps us learn 
how to find and follow the Spirit.

Oct. 1 – “Do Apologists Apologize?” - 
What does that word “apologetics” mean 
anyway? Do you ever wonder why Catholics 
do certain things? How do we answer 
people from other faiths who question, 
criticize, or attack our faith? Father 
Tommy Chen introduces us to Catholic 
Apologetics.

Oct. 15 – “Jesus of Nazareth,” part 
1 – with Father David Berger 

Oct. 29 – “Jesus of Nazareth,” part 
2 – with Father David Berger 

Nov. 12 – “Going to the Movies … or 
not?” – with Father Bryan Heyer 

For more information, please contact:  
Debbie Vanelli at the Office of Youth 
Ministry at (361) 573-0828 ext. 32 or at 
dvanelli@victoriadiocese.org /José Ortega 
at ext. 50 or at jortega@victoriadiocese.
org or Jim Wearden at (361) 649-9157.

Kenneth J. 
French, Sr.

1501 E Mockingbird, 
Ste 102

Victoria, TX 77901
PH 361/576-0178

SAN ANTONIO – Several local 
students were recently awarded the All 
American Scholar Award from Catholic 
Life Insurance.  

Jessica Dornak and Stephanie Mahon-
ey, both of El Campo; Kendall Kusak and 
Heather Haas, both of Shiner; and Anna 
Marie Hemmi of Hallettsville, are five of 
30 graduating high school seniors selected 
to receive the non-renewable scholarship 
worth $1,000. The scholarship offsets 
tuition costs for Catholic Life members at-
tending an accredited college or university 
in the fall.  Each award recognizes students 
whose community service, leadership 
skills and academic achievement set them 
apart from others.

Dornak is the daughter of Jan and 
Phil Dornak.  Mahoney is the daughter of 
Debra and John Mahoney.  Both students 
will attend Wharton County Junior Col-
lege.  Kusak, the son of Laura and Gary 
Kusak, will attend the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor.  Haas, the daughter of 
Sharon and Lester Haas, will attend St. 

Mary’s University.  Hemmi, the daughter 
of Rosemary and Phillip Hemmi, will pur-
sue biology and physical therapy degrees 
at Blinn Jr. College and Texas A & M.

To apply for the award, applicants 
were required to submit an application 
including a letter of recommendation and 
an essay describing their most memorable 
volunteer experience. The scholarship was 
open to Catholic Life members who were 
graduating seniors. Scholarship winners 
were selected on the basis of community 
service, demonstration of leadership quali-
ties and scholastic achievement.

Catholic Life Insurance is now ac-
cepting applications for their 2010 All 
American Scholar Competition.  Deadline 
is March 1, 2010.  For more information, 
please visit www.cliu.com or call 1-800-
292-2548.

Founded in 1901 by a Catholic priest, 
Catholic Life Insurance offers life insur-
ance, IRAs, retirement annuities and 
fraternal benefits to individuals, families 
and businesses.  

Local students receive scholarships

Anna Marie 
Hemmi

Heather
Haas

Jessica
Dornak

Kendall
Kusak

Stephanie
Mahoney

The Incarnate Word and Blessed Sac-
rament Sisters are hosting a “Come and 
See” visit for single Catholic 
women (high school gradu-
ates through 50 years of 
age) on September 19-20, at 
Incarnate Word Convent in 
Victoria. If you are interested, you may 
check them out at www.iwbsvictoria.
org or call (361) 575-7111 or e-mail iwb-
svoc@yahoo.com for more details.                        

IWBS to host 
“Come and See”



DIOCESEThe Catholic Lighthouse
Page 6 — September 2009

Faith 
Point

By Rev. Msgr. James C. Brunner
Vicar General, Diocese of Victoria

For past articles:  www.stmaryvic.com/desk.htm

Morality and the Health Care Bill
A   s this is written Congress is in its 

August recess and hearing a great deal from 
constituents about the proposed health care 
bill. As you read this the bill will be debated 
fiercely in the House of Representatives 
and the Senate. This article is a moral com-
mentary on the bill. It speaks of goals and 
moral principles and not about political 
aspects of the bill unless they impinge on 
moral principles.

Many of the stated positions of either 
the conservatives or the liberals are not in 
perfect agreement with moral principles 
expounded by the 
Church. Thus there 
are conservatives who 
deny that anyone has 
a right to health care 
or whatever right they 
possess requires no 
support on their part. 
Liberals want to use 
the bill as a vehicle 
for federal funding 
of abortions and es-
tablishing euthanasia. 
Other aspects of the 
bill require prudential 
judgments, such as 
how it is to be paid 
for.

The first moral 
principle is that, ac-
cording to the bishops, 
health care reform is 
a moral imperative. 
In a resolution of the 
bishops of the United 
States June 18, 1993 
the bishops affirmed 
the moral obligation 
of a comprehensive health care program:

Health care reform represents an 
effort to redirect one-seventh of our 
national economy and to reshape our 
society’s response to a basic human 
need. It is not only an economic chal-
lenge; it is a moral imperative.

... In communities across our land, 
we serve the sick and pick up the piec-
es of a failing system. We are pastors, 
teachers, and leaders of a community 
deeply committed to comprehensive 
health reform. Our urgency for reform 
reflects both on our traditional prin-
ciples and everyday experience.

From the Health Care Statement of the 
US Catholic Bishops May 20, 2009, the 
bishops restated their “belief that decent 
health care is not a privilege, but a basic 
human right and a requirement to protect 
the life and dignity of every person. All 
people need and should have access to 
comprehensive, quality health care that they 
can afford, and this should not depend on 
their stage of life, where or whether they or 
their parents work, how much they earn, or 
where they live or where they come from.” 
It turns out that we are our brother’s keep-
ers after all.

In addition to stating the moral obliga-
tion to implement a universal health care 
plan, the bishops have recommended other 
criteria and guidelines.

• Respect for Life. Life must be respect-
ed from conception to natural death.

• Pluralism. It should allow and encour-
age involvement of the public and private 
sectors and ensure respect for religious and 
ethical values for individual and institu-

tional providers.
• Universal Access. It must be available 

to everyone living in the United States.
• Comprehensive Benefits. Benefits 

should be sufficient to promote and main-
tain good health; provide preventive care; 
treat disease, injury, and disability ap-
propriately; and care for persons who are 
chronically ill or dying.

• Cost Containment and Controls. 
• Equitable Financing. Costs should 

be borne in an equitable manner based on 
ability to pay. Cost-sharing arrangements 

are designed to avoid 
creating barriers to 
effective care for the 
poor and vulnerable.

Two of the criteria 
above deserve special 
attention, Respect for 
Life and Pluralism.

The plan should 
not fund or support 
abortion or euthanasia. 
The U.S. bishops say, 
“We believe it would 
be morally wrong and 
counterproductive to 
compel individuals 
or institutions to pay 
for or participate in 
procedures that fun-
damentally violate ba-
sic moral principles 
and the consciences 
of millions of Ameri-
cans.” The bishops 
note that according to 
an April 6, 1993, New 
York Times poll, three 
out of four Americans 

oppose inclusion of abortion in the health 
care plan.

A poll of 1,223 Americans conducted 
May 28-31, 2009, by the Knights of Colum-
bus and Marist Poll discovered that 86% 
of Americans would significantly restrict 
abortion and are decidedly not in agreement 
with the unlimited “right” to abortion that 
is the legacy of Roe v. Wade.

The second criterion, Pluralism, has en-
gaged a great deal of attention and writing 
to Congress on the part of the U.S. bishops. 
Here is what the bishops have to say about 
this criterion:

For decades, Congress has respected 
the right of health care providers to decline 
involvement in abortion or abortion refer-
rals, without exception. Since 2004 the 
Weldon amendment...has forbidden any 
federal agency or program (or state or local 
government receiving federal funds under 
the act) to discriminate against individual 
or institutional health care providers and 
insurers because they decline to perform, 
provide, pay for, provide coverage of, or 
refer for abortion... Other laws respect 
conscience rights on sterilization and other 
procedures to which providers may have a 
moral or religious objection.

The bishops are definitely in the main-
stream on this point because the Marist Poll 
cited earlier found that 79 percent of all 
Americans support conscience exemptions 
on abortion for health care workers. This 
includes 64 percent of those who identify 
as strongly pro-abortion. 

The Bishops continue: 
Federal law also allows states to es-

tablish their own policies on abortion. 

Most states follow the federal policy 
against abortion funding; 46 states have 
laws protecting the conscience rights 
of individual health care providers on 
abortion; and 43 also protect conscience 
rights for institutional providers.

Most states significantly regulate 
abortion. For example, 35 states have 
informed consent laws, usually ac-
companied by a waiting period; 43 have 
passed laws requiring parental involve-
ment when minors seek abortions; and 
46 regulate abortion providers to protect 
women’s life and health.

Nine states prohibit private insurance 
plans from covering most abortions, 
unless the purchaser pays a separate 
premium to include it as an optional 
rider. No federal law, and no state, 
requires private health plans to include 
elective abortions.
The U.S. bishops say that the health care 

bill should bar the use of taxpayer funds 
for abortion and generally should encour-
age childbirth over abortion. It must not 
mandate abortion as part of any “basic” or 
minimum benefit package.

There is no one health care proposal. 

Between the House and the Senate there 
are possibly five. Some Congressional com-
mittees have rejected proposals explicitly to 
exclude funding for abortion. As explained 
in a previous article in this space, failure to 
state explicitly in the bill that abortion is 
excluded from funding means that it will be 
funded. That was the experience with Medi-
care until the Hyde Amendment eliminated 
federal funding for most abortions.

One bill proposal requires that if an 
employer does not wish to cover abortion, 
he and the employee must pay a tax and 
so they will be subsidizing abortion willy-
nilly. Others have refused to add conscience 
exemptions to institutional or individual 
health care providers. As Congress consid-
ers health care legislation it is important 
that constituents make their voices heard. 
Make certain that your elected officials 
understand that you expect them to support 
health care proposals that respect life and 
conscience rights. 

Catholics who wish to apprise them-
selves of the latest developments with 
respect to the health care bill as it is affected 
by morality may access the following Web 
site: http://www.usccb.org/healthcare/.

Our Lady Guadalupe Festival Meal
Bay City — Parish Hall (12th Street and Ave. D)

Brisket Dinner — Sunday, September 20
11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at $6 p/p

Dine-in / Pick-up / Drive-Thru

Auction Begins at Noon

Our Lady Guadalupe 
Co-ed Volleyball Tournament

(4 Men/2 Women)

Sunday, September 20 at 8:30 a.m.
$60/Team - 8 players per team max

Children Serving Contest - at noon

To register or for more information
Call Lydia:  (979) 216-6234 or Rosario:  (979) 216-7421

“All people need and 
should have access to 
comprehensive, quality 

health care that they can 
afford, and this should 

not depend on their 
stage of life, where or 
whether they or their 

parents work, how much 
they earn, or where they 
live or where they come 

from.” ~ Health Care 
Statement of the US 

Conference of Catholic 
Bishops May 20, 2009
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Reporting Child 
Abuse • Hotline 
1-800-252-5400

If you suspect a child has been 
abused or mistreated, you are 
required to report it to the Texas 
Department of Protective and 
Regulatory Services or to a law 
enforcement agency within 48 
hours of the time you suspect the 
child had been or may be abused 
or neglected.

Reporting 
Abuse

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by 
a member of the clergy or other church personnel, you can 
register a complaint.

•  Call the Chancery at (361) 573-0828 and ask to speak with the bishop or 
the chancellor;

or
•  Call Rev. Gary Janak (979) 543-3770 or Sr. Emilie Eilers (361) 575-7111,  

Coordinators of Pastoral Care and Outreach;
or

•  Write to: Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer
   Diocese of Victoria
   P.O. Box 4070
   Victoria, TX 77903 
   Mark your letter “Personal and Confidential”

We will also help you bring your concerns to Church officials outside the diocese 
if the abuse occurred elsewhere and you now reside in the Diocese of Victoria.

If you are unsure about bringing a complaint or would like further information, 
please contact:  Rev. Gary Janak at (979) 543-3770.

By Cynthia Brewer
Doris Andel and Karen Morrow of St. 

Agnes Parish in Edna are being honored 
by the diocesan Office of Catechetical 
Ministry as parish catechetical leaders for 
the month of September.

St. Agnes Parish offers regular class-
room instruction of the Catholic faith 
along with music, Vacation Bible School, 
other activities and twice yearly a Genera-
tions of Faith-type program called HOPE 
(Helping Our Parish Energize) for its par-
ish catechetical programs.  Approximately 
35 catechists and 15 aides assisted Mrs. 
Andel and Mrs. Morrow with the 235 
youth who attended the kindergarten to 
12th grade classes last year.  

Mrs. Andel has been involved in the 
CCD program at St. Agnes Parish for over 
20 years, and specifically with the K-5th 
grade program since fall 2002. 

“After being an educator in the Edna 
ISD system for 27 years, I worked with 
the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament 
Sisters Jacinta Benavidez and Lois Marie 
Etzler for four years,” explained Mrs. 
Andel.  “When the sisters left our com-
munity, Msgr. O’Shaughnessy asked me 
to help our parish with the K-5 program.”   
The K-5 program had about 135 students 
enrolled in the past year.

“I think it’s very important to help 
our young people have the opportunity 
to enrich and enhance their faith as they 
go about their daily lives,” Mrs. Andel 
said.  “They need to understand the im-
portance of God in every aspect of their 
life.” 

Because many changes in society have 
affected work and scheduling, it’s difficult 
to fulfill Mass obligations, Mrs. Andel 
said, but we still need to satisfy the needs 
of the youth in our parishes. She feels it is 
a challenge to see that students are given 
an opportunity to receive the sacraments 
at the appropriate given age.  “We all need 
to understand the importance of weekend 
Masses, Holy Days, CCD Education, and 
forever continuing education in our faith 
as we journey through life to our eternal 
home,” she said.

Some of her greatest joys working as a 
parish catechetical leader include watch-
ing children become excited about the 
programs and receiving the sacraments 

St. Agnes Catechetical Leaders 
honored in September

for the first time.  
She also enjoys working with parents 

as they help their children learn more 
about their faith.  “I enjoy working with 
young people and the parents in our par-
ish,” Mrs. Andel continued, “as we all 
work for the honor and glory of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ.”

Besides working with the parish re-
ligion program, Mrs. Andel stays very 
busy as she’s also involved in the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas, is president of 
KJZT and vice president of the diocesan 
Organization of Catechetical Leaders, 
helps CCD students collect food for 
Christmas and Easter, and is an extraordi-
nary minister of the Eucharist.  She is also 
involved in various organizations, which 
help the community.

Doris and Albert J. Andel have three 
children, Albert D. Andel, Patrick An-
del and Sharon Carroll, and 11 grand-
children and five great-grandchildren 
“I enjoy being with my grandchildren, read-
ing, yard work, short trips, and spending 
time with family and friends,” she said.

Karen Morrow has been a parish cat-
echetical leader at St. Agnes parish for 21 
consecutive years.  “As soon as I enrolled 
my children in the parish CCD program,” 
she said, “I volunteered to help in any 
way needed.” 

“We are very fortunate to have dedi-
cated catechists who are the backbone 
of making the program successful,’ Mrs. 
Morrow said. “We also have a caring and 
supportive pastor, Father Michael Peter-
ing, who is our main catechist.”

The most challenging aspect of the 
ministry is dealing with the fact that faith 
is not being taught in the homes of some 
of the students, Mrs. Morrow said.  

“This makes the task of teaching the 
children the faith very challenging,” she 
said. “The parents will always be the first 
and foremost teachers of the faith to their 
children, and the most influential teaching 
tool is the example of how their parents 
live out the faith.”

Mrs. Morrow said that the happy mo-
ments of ministry are when the Church 
comes together as God’s family to share 
the faith.  

See St. Agnes, p. 8

Sunday, October 4

Annual Picnic

Auction • Bingo • Country Store • Kids Activities • Live 
Music by Leroy Rybak Swinging Orchestra - 1:00-5:00 p.m.

Question Corner
By Father John Dietzen

Catholic News Service

Q. Would you explain the Catholic 
Church’s position on suicide? My won-
derful wife took her own life 15 years ago, 
and every day I think about her salvation. 
She was a good wife and mother while 
she lived. Our pastor assured us that 
our Lord would bring her home. Still, 
my children and especially I myself feel 
responsible that we did not do enough to 
prevent this tragedy. (Illinois)

A.  I’m sure you know and have proba-
bly been told often that the reaction of you 
and your children is not uncommon. When 
struck by a catastrophe like your wife’s 
death, which we cannot make sense of no 
matter how hard we try, we feel we must 
have done, or not done, something within 
our power to prevent what happened. To 
attempt to explain such actions this way, 
however, is futile and unhelpful.

I believe it would be personally use-
ful to understand the Catholic Church’s 
approach to suicide, and I hope you take 
consolation in what your priest said. He re-
flects the same theology as the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church when it says we 
each have responsibility for our own lives, 
but we should not despair of those who 
take their own lives. By ways known to 
him alone, God has ways of providing for 
them, and the church always holds them, 
as it does all the deceased, in its prayers 
(No. 2283).

Much Catholic understanding of these 
situations is reflected in the church’s funer-
al policies. Canon law lists among those 
who might be deprived of Catholic rites 
“manifest sinners who cannot be granted 
ecclesiastical funeral rites without public 
scandal of the faithful” (Canon 1184).

Are people who commit suicide really 
“open sinners” whose Christian burial 
would give scandal?

Today bishops and other pastors gener-
ally believe just the opposite. The scandal 
would be, rather, if Christian burial is 

Catholic Church’s position on suicide
refused. They, as all the rest of us, are pain-
fully aware of our limitations in knowing 
what really happened spiritually to the one 
who died, not to speak of the particular 
care we need to exercise toward the loved 
ones left behind.

Taking one’s own life is a serious 
matter. But how much was the individual 
capable of genuine reflection on what he 
or she was doing? How much true consent 
of the will was there? Clearly, we cannot 
know.

I have had the sad experience of dealing 
with suicide many times in my 55 years as 
a priest. Circumstances surrounding these 
deaths gave strong hints to everyone who 
knew them that the deceased were ham-
pered mentally or emotionally, often to a 
severe degree, at the time of death.

Sometimes those hints are apparent, 
with erratic behavior pointing to some 
crippling psychological dysfunction. 
Sometimes they are less obvious, and the 
self-destruction contradicts every experi-
ence with that person. To all appearances, 
something inside just snapped, and we’ll 
never know what that might have been.

In other words, the church makes no 
judgment about the individual’s relation-
ship with God. We simply place all our 
trust in God’s mercy and love for the one 
who has died and for those terribly hurt 
by the death.

So the encouragement your priest gave 
you was based on solid Catholic belief 
about God and what we understand today 
about such suicides as your good wife’s. 
You have every reason to hope, even be 
certain, that she is in our Lord’s loving 
presence and care.

(A free brochure on ecumenism, in-
cluding questions on intercommunion and 
other ways of sharing worship, is available 
by sending a stamped, self-addressed en-
velope to Father John Dietzen, Box 3315, 
Peoria, IL 61612.)

(Questions may be sent to Father 
Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail: 
jjdietzen@aol.com.)

Doris Andel (l.) and 
Karen Morrow (r.) of 
St. Agnes Parish in 
Edna are the parish 
catechetical leaders 
honored for the month 
of September.

Please pray for  
the healing of those 
with addictions – to 
drugs, sex, alcohol 

and gambling.
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The Knights of Lithuania (K of L), a 
nationwide organization of Roman Catho-
lic men and women of Lithuanian ancestry, 
is preparing for its centennial celebration 
in August 2013 and is looking for new 
members to join them.

The K of L was founded in 1913 in 
Lawrence, Massachusetts, with the motto 
“For God and Country.”  Their aim is to 
keep alive an appreciation of the Lithu-
anian language, customs and culture while 
also stressing the importance of Roman 
Catholic beliefs.  On local and district 
levels, the Knights assist various charities 
within the United States, as well as assist 
their brothers and sisters in Lithuania.

A prospective member must be a prac-
ticing Catholic of Lithuanian descent or a 
person married to a Catholic of Lithuanian 
descent.  If you are of Lithuanian ancestry 
and wish to “connect” with the Knights of 
Lithuania family, please go to their Web 
site at www.knightsoflithuania.com and 
click on the “Becoming a Member” link.

Knights of 
Lithuania looking 

for members

By Tom Panas, National Public 
Relations Director

BELLEVILLE, Ill.— CDA National 
Regent Libby Ramirez, who lives in 
Victoria, led the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas’ biennial State Officers 
Conference, which was held at Our Lady 
of the Snows Retreat Center in Belleville, 
Illinois.  

The conference was held to instruct 
state leaders from across the country, 
many recently elected, on how to ad-
minister CDA affairs in their respective 
states.  In addition to overseeing months of 
preparation for the conference, it was Mrs. 
Ramirez’ responsibility to act as master of 
ceremonies.

In explaining her position and respon-
sibilities as national regent, Mrs. Ramirez 
said, “I prefer to call the National Regent 
a ‘facilitator of the National Board’ (the 
National Board is composed of the five top 
national officers and nine national direc-
tors. ed. note) which works wonderfully 

National Regent Libby Ramirez, right, is seen with fellow Catholic Daughter 
Texan Sheila Martinka, Texas State Regent, left, at the CDA State Officers Con-
ference in Belleville, Ill.

National Regent Libby Ramirez presides over 
CDA State Officers National Conference

as a team.”
Mrs. Ramirez explained that the na-

tional board is working hard to prepare for 
the next biennial national convention to be 
held in Buffalo in August 2010 and dis-
cussed the second highest position within 
the organization, the national regent-elect.  
“This is a new position,” Mrs. Ramirez ex-
plained.  “I was the first National Regent-
Elect.  It is the National Regent in training.  
Joanne (Joanne Tomassi, current National 
Regent-Elect. ed. note) and I are not only 
officers, but good friends.  This is a very 
important two years for Joanne.  She will 
make an excellent national regent.”

Mrs. Ramirez is a member of Court St. 
Ann #369 in Victoria, which she joined 
in 1983.  She was elected to her two-year 
term as National Regent in August 2008.

 The Catholic Daughters of the Ameri-
cas is one of the oldest and largest or-
ganizations of Catholic women in the 
Americas.  They are a sister organization 
to the Knights of Columbus, which formed 
the Catholic Daughters in 1903.  Catholic 
Daughters honor their faith as Catholic 
women by sharing prayer, charitable ac-
tivity, community involvement, friendship 
and social ‘woman time’ together.  For 
more information or to join, call National 
Administrative Assistant Mary Impellizeri 
at 212-877-3041 or e-mail Ms. Impellizeri 
at CdofAnatl1@aol.com or visit www.
catholicdaughters.org. 

Sisterly
Thoughts

By Sister Mildred Truchard, IWBS

I
Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving

SHINER—Seven St. Paul High School 
graduates in Shiner will be heading in 
many different directions when they 
begin their college careers in the fall of 
2009.  However, they will have at least 
one thing in common; they are all proud 
recipients of a CDA scholarship received 
through Shiner’s CDA Court #1604.  The 
CDA scholarships they received totaled 
$5,100.

Four of the winners were named in the 
CDA State Scholarship program.  Ashley 
Kloesel and Hannah Kocian each received 

Shiner CDA Announces Seven 
Scholarship Winners

a $1,000 state scholarship; while Michele 
Caka and Courtney Novosad each received 
an $800 state scholarship.  In addition, the 
Shiner CDA Court #1604 awarded three 
scholarships of $500 each to Carissa Sciba, 
Julie Petru and Allie Hoerig.  

The four state scholarships awarded to 
Shiner graduates were among the thirty-
three scholarships totaling $29,800 that 
were awarded to graduates throughout 
Texas in 2009 by the Texas State Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas.

The Shiner CDA recently presented scholarships to seven St. Paul High School 
graduates.  The winners, from l. to r., are Michele Caka, Allie Hoerig, Ashley 
Kloesel, Carissa Sciba, Julie Petru, Courtney Novosad and Hannah Kocian.

“By praying together, learning togeth-
er, and just having social time together, we 
are letting each other know how much we 
care for each other.  With God’s grace, we 
can make a difference in people’s lives.” 

One special moment that comes to 
Mrs. Morrow’s mind is when she asked 
the students, ‘Where do you experience 
God’s presence?’  And a student replied, 
‘Here at CCD.’  “That was a moment that 
warmed my heart,” she said, “and I was 
very thankful for God’s goodness.” 

Each year, we do the best we can and 
strive to do better in the future, she said.

Mrs. Morrow is also an extraordinary 
minister of the Eucharist and helps with 

St. Agnes Catechetical Leaders honored
Continued from p. 7

   have a tendency to become 
complacent when things are going well.  
For example, we were several months into 
the hurricane season without even a strong 
tropical depression forming in the Atlan-
tic.  Now, that in itself was good – very 
good, in fact. No one wants to see people 
suffer the anxiety and worry surrounding 
the suspenseful watching and waiting for 
a hurricane to decide where it’s going to 
make landfall. And then, one does not want 
to think of the consequences of hurricanes 
and of the anguish suffered by those who 
have to rebuild their homes and businesses 
in order to get on with their lives.  How-
ever, as I said before, I tend to become 
complacent when there is no immediate 
threat of danger.  We had been praying 
every day that God would protect us and 
all the people along the coast from the fury 
of a hurricane. However, my praying was 
rather mechanical – with little evidence of 
heart-felt fervor or passion.

Then, suddenly, Ana, Bill, and Clau-
dette make their appearance in the Atlantic 
Ocean. Now the action begins. What will 
these storms develop into? Where are they 

headed? What havoc will they produce? 
Suddenly the prayer takes on new mean-
ing! Realizing that we are helpless in the 
face of the fury of the forces of nature and 
totally dependent upon God, I join in the 
prayer with greater intensity.

In the meantime, after reflecting upon 
my reaction, I now realize that I was 
caught up in a “give me” mode of praying 
by emphasizing prayer of petition and pay-
ing little attention to other forms of prayer.  
I could have been more engaged in prayers 
of praise and thanksgiving which are most 
fitting for our Creator and Source of our 
being. As the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states  “Prayer of praise is entirely 
disinterested and rises to God, lauds him, 
and gives him glory for his own sake, 
quite beyond what he has done, but simply 
because HE IS.  Because God blesses the 
human heart, it can in return bless him who 
is the source of every blessing.”  So, please 
join me in giving praise and glory to God; 
let us give thanks for all that God is, does, 
and has given us. Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit!

(361) 580-2794
www.the-inn-on-main.com

Daily
•

Weekly
•

Monthly

315 N. 
Main
•

Victoria

ABCATS Travel
Polka Party Cruise

Featuring the great
Red Ravens!

Southern Caribbean
Feb. 14-21, 2010

Fun is not an option - it’s incuded!
Must book through
ABCATS to attend

Red Ravens Performances
It’s a party you won’t soon forget!

European Tour
Aug. 15-23, 2010

Czech Republic, Austria, Germany
(including Passion Play)

Call for info. NOW!

Call Jim or Malvina Slovak
ABCATS Travel 361-578-0828

e-mail:  slovakjim@att.net
www.abcatstravel.com

the parish RCIA program.  She is married 
to John Morrow, who she says has always 
supported and encouraged her through all 
her years of ministry.  This year, they will 
celebrate their 29th wedding anniversary.  
They have been blessed with five children: 
John Craig, Dustin, Nicholas, and twin 
girls, Regan and Rylee.  

“My hobbies are all my children’s 
school events and gardening with my 
husband in our spare time,” she said.
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Youth Calendar of Events

For more information on any of these events, please contact:
Debbie Vanelli or José Ortega at the Office of Youth Ministry

at (361) 573-0828 ext. 32 / ext. 50 or e-mail at 
dvanelli@victoriadiocese.org or jortega@victoriadiocese.org 

 Web site:  www.victoriadiocese.org/youthoffice

September 12 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry Studies 
at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Renewing the Vision 
and Advocacy”  - 9:00 a.m.-12 noon

September 17 — Theology at the Well – Chili’s in Victoria – Topic tonight: 
“Discovering the Holy Spirit” – Sister Mildred Truchard, IWBS

September 19 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry Stud-
ies - at Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Wharton - This session is “Ethics and 
Crisis Management”  - 9:00 a.m.-12 noon

September 19 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry Stud-
ies - at Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Wharton - This session is “Retreat 
Formation”  - 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

September 27  — Youth Leadership Training at the Chancery in Victoria –    
pre-registration required – 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

October 1 — Theology at the Well – Chili’s in Victoria – Topic tonight: “Do 
Apologists Apologize” –  Rev. Tommy Chen 

October 3 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry Studies 
-at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Pastoral Care”  - 9:00 
a.m.-12 noon

October 13 — National Catholic Youth Conference Parent Meeting
October 15 — Theology at the Well - at Chili’s in Victoria - 6:45  - 8:30 p.m. - 

Topic tonight:   “Jesus of Nazareth part 1” – Rev. David Berger.
October 18 — Youth Leadership Training – pre-registration required – 8:30 

a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
October 19 — National Catholic Youth Conference Chaperone Meeting
October 20 — National Catholic Youth Conference Parent Meeting 
October 23-25 — Archdiocesan Conference for Catholic Youth Ministers in 

Houston
October 29 — Theology at the Well - at Chili’s in Victoria - 6:45  - 8:30 p.m. - 

Topic tonight:  “Jesus of Nazareth part 2” – Rev. David Berger
November 1-12 — NET Team in the Diocese
November 7 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry Studies 

-at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Leadership Develop-
ment and Program Planning”  - 9:00 a.m. - 12 noonCOCONUT CREEK, Fla.— The mis-

sion: Deliver instruments, pair Texas and 
Jamaica band students for a five-day camp, 
and perform a 90-minute concert on the 
last day. Impossible? Not if it’s Food For 
The Poor’s “Musical Journey of Hope.” 
One student called the experience a week 
of small miracles. 

On the first day of camp, many of the 
students in Jamaica had never picked 
up an instrument, much less tackled a 
musical arrangement. And some of the 
students could play music, but had never 
been introduced to reading sheet music or 
learning the technical aspects of playing in 
a group. But the message was even greater 
than the music that resulted. 

“The impact of music is tremendously 
important to these students in Jamaica. It 
is a way for them to escape the day-to-day 
struggles, and it leads them out of gangs 
and into a more useful life,” said Robin 
Mahfood, president/CEO of Food For The 
Poor. “The band that plays the music not 
only changes those in the band, it begins 
to influence the whole community.” 

The project began when students from 
the Strake Jesuit College Preparatory band 
in Houston, Texas, and two neighboring 
schools, St. Agnes Academy, Houston, and 
Pope John XXIII, Katy, decided to raise 
money to outfit a complete 40-piece band. 
They donated the money to the Florida-
based charity Food For The Poor that, in 
turn, equipped the boys at St. George’s 
College Jesuit High School in Kingston. 

The Texas students decided to deliver 
the instruments in person, and give the 
gift of their time as well through a band 
camp. But the Texas students noted they 
got just as much back, or more, from the 
students in Jamaica. 

“It has been just amazing,” said John 
Halbach, a flute player from Pope John 
XXIII in Houston. “The students were so 
kind, and they really enjoyed the passion 

Band Camp Hits Right Note in Jamaica  
of the music. What they gave us, and what 
we gave them, was both sides of the pas-
sion of the music.”

Renowned musician and instructor 
Winston “Sparrow” Martin, music director 
for the Alpha Boys School in Kingston, led 
the band camp.  

“I have played music all over the 
world,” Martin said. “These students come 
from two different cultures. It’s good to see 
young people trying to bring our music to-
gether in the world. When you’re going to 
play music, it doesn’t matter where you’re 
from  – when they play together you can 
see they understand each other.” 

St. George’s College has many stu-
dents who live in communities that deal 
with the inner city influences of violence, 
guns and drugs. Music is an outlet that can 
make a difference. 

 “We have found in Jamaica that music 
unites, it always unites,” said Margaret 
Campbell, principal of St. George’s 
College, which is adding band to its cur-
riculum this fall. “We are very humbled 
the Texas students would take the time to 
come here and bring the musical instru-
ments. The music will serve, I’m hoping, 
as a source of unity among the students 
themselves and will mushroom out into 
the wider community.” 

Some of the students from Jamaica 
who participated in the final performance 
echoed Campbell’s thoughts.

“Playing in the band really has encour-
aged me to be a better member in every 
way,” said Bancroft Biggs, a member of 
the Marching Eagles Drum and Bugles 
Corp. “What this does is takes the students 
off the road and takes them away from 
being involved in any violence.” 

One Texas student told how he and his 
mother were looking through the pages 
of the Food For The Poor gift catalogue, 
when he spotted the band instruments and 
was inspired to raise money. 

“This has been an amazing week,” 
said John Culbreth, a student at Strake. 
“There are small miracles happening 
inside of here.” 

Many children in the United States 
take for granted the opportunity to learn 
to play a musical instrument and join their 
school’s marching band. For poor children 
in the Caribbean and Latin America, it is 
only a dream. Through its gift catalogue, 
Food For The Poor offers the gift of music 
– everything from a snare drum for a child 
to instruments for an entire marching band. 
For more information, visit www.Food-
ForThePoor.org/giftsforchildren.

God’s love.  
Facilitating the camp were Rev. Dan 

Morales, director of vocations, Rev. 
Tommy Chen, Shiner; Rev. David Berger, 
Victoria; Rev. Kirby Hlavaty, Cuero; and 

Twenty-nine young men attend 
diocesan vocation camp

Continued from p. 11

For the Birthday 
of a family member

Heavenly Father,
We praise You for all Your gifts to us.
In a special way,
We thank You for (name).
Bless him (her) always in Your love.
Bless us too, Holy Father,
And this food with which we celebrate.
Help us all to praise You and give You 
glory
Through Jesus Christ our lord.

Amen. www.catholic.org/prayers

Three Houston-area Catholic schools donate instruments for a 40-piece band to 
students in a Catholic high school in Jamaica.  They made the donation through 
Food For The Poor and then journeyed to Jamaica to deliver the instruments and 
hold a band camp. The camp culminated with a joint concert.

Rev. Bryan Heyer, Port Lavaca; and semi-
narians Sean Breeden, Jacob Koether, Kris 
Fuchs, Matthew Soto and E.J. Gutierrez.

Please pray for these young men, our 
seminarians and priests!
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By Cynthia Brewer
On August 13, 2009, a small group 

gathered as a labyrinth was dedicated 
on the grounds of the Spiritual Renewal 
Center in honor of Father Celestino Say, 
pastor at Our Lady of Lourdes in Victoria, 
and in memory of Justin Forrest Cox, the 
son of Chip and Mary Cox. The labyrinth, 
an exact replica in scale and design of the 
labyrinth in the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Chartres, a Roman Catholic cathedral lo-
cated in Chartres, France, was donated by 
Chip and Mary Cox, James and Madeline 
Dodson, Bob and Susan Oakley, and Roger 
and Donna Welder.

Sacred geometry was utilized in the 
placement of the labyrinth on the SRC 
property with the centers of the chapel, 
labyrinth and the ancient oak tree forming 
a triangle, a symbol of the Trinity.

Many people are confused as to the 
meaning of the labyrinth, as they often only 
recognize the New Age references to it. 

The first labyrinths were created over 
4,000 years ago, and it is believed that they 
served as traps for bad spirits or as distinct 
paths for ritual dances, but just as Christian-
ity “christened” other cultural traditions for 
Christian purposes, such as the Christmas 
tree, so Christianity also christened the 
maze-like labyrinth path.

The labyrinth has been used as a 
Christian form of journeying to God for 
centuries.  In medieval times, it symbol-

Father Kirby Hlavaty (r.), pastor of the Catholic community in Cuero, assists Father 
Celestino Say, pastor at Our Lady of Lourdes in Victoria, as he blesses the newly 
created labyrinth, located on the property of the Spiritual Renewal Center, south of 
Victoria.  Father Say was asked to bless the labyrinth; it wasn’t until he arrived that 
he learned the labyrinth was not only dedicated in memory of Justin Cox, but also 
dedicated in his honor.   Inset:  Roger and Donna Welder, Madeline and James Dod-
son, Father Kirby, Chip and Mary Cox, and Bob and Susan Oakley surround Father 
Say as they stand in the middle of the newly created and blessed labyrinth.  It is an 
identical replica of the one in the Cathedral of Our Lady of Chartres, France. 

Father Say surprised with 
labyrinth dedication in his honor

ized a “hard path to God,” with the clearly 
defined center representing God and the one 
entrance denoting birth.  Labyrinths were 
also used as a symbolic form of pilgrimage 
when it was too expensive or dangerous to 
travel to the holy sites during the Crusades 
in the 12th century. 

Later, the religious significance of 
labyrinths faded, and they served primar-
ily as entertainment; however, recently 
the labyrinth has seen a resurgence in its 
spiritual significance.

According to the “walking the laby-
rinth” guide posted at the SRC by Spirit 
Wind Ministry, “The labyrinth has only 
one path so there are no tricks to it and no 
dead ends.  The path winds throughout and 
becomes a mirror for where we are in our 
lives.  It touches our sorrows and releases 
our joys.  Walk it with an open mind and 
an open heart, remembering the encourag-
ing and inspired words of St. Augustine: 
‘Solvitur ambulando … It is solved by 
walking …’.”

The SRC labyrinth is a mystical tool that 
was inspired by Father Say and Justin Cox, 
two people dear to the four couples.  Their 
prayer intentions during the ceremony 
asked that God’s wisdom, healing, recon-
ciliation and answers come upon all the 
pilgrims who travel the labyrinth’s spiritual 
path and that they may find God a ready 
source of love, power and peace.

EAST BERNARD—KJZT St. Anne 
Society No. 30, the local chapter of the 
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas (KJZT), 
celebrated its centennial anniversary at Riv-
erside Hall in East Bernard, Texas, Sunday, 
July 26, 2009.   The celebration began with 
Mass at Holy Cross Catholic Church with 
Bishop David Fellhauer of the Diocese 
of Victoria as the main celebrant.  Father 
Donald Ruppert, chaplain for the society, 
concelebrated. During the Mass, the new, 
society banner fashioned by Helen Mica 
was blessed by the bishop. Music for the 
Mass was provided by the Holy Cross Choir 
with Jeffrey Ware and Georgie Losack serv-
ing as organists.

KJZT St. Anne Society was founded 
on July 11, 1909, and is the local branch of 
the KJZT, a state mutual aid organization 
whose constitution and by-laws stress mo-
rality, fraternalism, mutual aid, persever-
ance in the Catholic faith and preservation 
of the Czech language.  

Charitable works of the local society 
include donations to various organizations 
such as Right to Life, Diocesan Services 
Appeal and the National Alliance of Czech 
Catholics.  The society also contributes 
Mass intentions, monetary gifts to clergy, 
seminarians and novices and monetary sup-
port to various religious and church-related 
activities.  

The society numbers 456 members 
as of January 2009.   Officers are Sophie 
Korenek, president; Gladys Dusek, vice 
president; Angeline Grigar, secretary; 
Emilia Svoboda, treasurer; and Rev. Donald 
Ruppert, chaplain.  

A reception was held at Riverside 
Hall following Mass.  The event was 
well attended by state officers, directors, 
society members and guests numbering 
approximately 250.  Guests were greeted 
by a beautifully decorated hall, with a blue 
and white theme.  A registration table with 
a lovely, fresh flower arrangement held 
a guest book and an attractive souvenir 
program, which included a history of the 
society, listing of state and society officers, 
charter members and other interesting facts 
and information. Two other tables held a 
display of society historical photographs, 
society historical books/memorabilia and 
complimentary St. Anne prayer cards.  
These prayer cards featured a photo of the 
stained glass window depicting St. Anne 
in Holy Cross Church, which was donated 
by the Society in 1925 when the church 
was built.   The main tables for honored 
guests held a blue and white fresh flower 
arrangement and were beautifully set with 
attractive place cards and white plates with 
silver cutlery.  

After the meal the program began im-
mediately with Society President Sophie 
Korenek welcoming everyone.  The Pledge 

KJZT St. Anne Society No. 30 
Celebrates Centennial

of Allegiance was led by State KJZT 
Vice President Loretta Stahl, and Society 
Secretary Angeline Grigar recognized and 
introduced the state officers and directors 
and the attending officers of District No. 
8.  Following introductions, remarks were 
made by State KJZT President Lucille Ul-
cak.  Bishop David E. Fellhauer delivered 
his comments and was very complimentary 
of the KJZT and its good works.  Clem 
Boettcher, mayor of East Bernard, then 
spoke a few words and complimented 
KJZT Society St. Anne on their historical 
significance to the community and extolled 
the pleasures and benefits of living in a 
small town atmosphere.  District No. 8 
Director Arlene Cloyd then delivered a few 
brief statements and presented a scholarship 
check of $150 to Nicholas Srubar.  

The recognition of charter members 
followed.  Charter members in 1909 of 
St. Anne Society No. 30 were Mrs. Marie 
(Vacek) Smaistrla, Mrs. Otillie (Vacek) 
Prazak, Mrs. Anna (Andel) Srubar, Mrs. 
Anna (Kodytek) Toman, Mrs. Agnes 
(Hlavac) Viktorin, Miss Frances Viktorin 
(Hlavinka) and Miss Bessie Keprta (Ze-
man).  Descendants of each charter member 
were presented with a certificate recogniz-
ing the achievement of their ancestor and 
a complimentary gift bag holding assorted 
gift items.  Presentations were made to the 
following:  Dorothy Novosad, granddaugh-
ter of charter member Mrs. Marie (Vacek) 
Smaistrla; Mary Ann Morse, granddaugh-
ter of Mrs. Otillie (Vacek) Prazak; Anna 
Srubar, great-granddaughter of Mrs. Anna 
(Andel) Srubar; Dorothy Toman, daughter-
in-law of Mrs. Anna (Kodytek) Toman; 
Martha Holub, granddaughter of Mrs. 
Agnes (Hlavac) Viktorin; Isabel Robertson, 
granddaughter of Miss Frances Viktorin 
(Hlavinka); and Yvonne Krenek, niece of 
Miss Bessie Keprta (Zeman).

Helen Mica was recognized for her 
beautiful handiwork on the new society 
banner and was presented a gift for her ac-
complishment.  She stated that during the 
time she was working on the banner, her 
thoughts were of her late husband, James 
Mica, and therefore, she wanted to donate 
the expense of the banner to the society in 
his honor.  This was followed by presenta-
tion of gifts to Martha Viktorin, Angeline 
Grigar and Sophie Korenek, for their efforts 
with the centennial.

State President Lucille Ulcak presented 
the society with a check for $600 for hosting 
the centennial, and after closing remarks by 
Father Donald Ruppert gift bags containing 
gift items and centennial souvenirs were 
presented to honored guests.  Stipends 
were then presented to Bishop Fellhauer 
and Father Ruppert.  The program ended 
with a closing prayer delivered by Bishop 
Fellhauer.

By Karen Osborne 
Catholic News Service 

Everybody’s selling something. It’s 
just something people do.

They sell iPods, cars -- and God. They 
sell Pepsi and fleece blankets and toilet 
cleaners. People sell thinness and coolness 
and the chance at a better life.

Most of all we sell ourselves.
This happens when you grow up in a 

consumer world. It happens when every-

The price of faking who you are
day life is so full of billboards and televi-
sion commercials urging you to open up 
your wallet. It happens when acceptance 
seems to depend so much on what you 
wear, what you have and where you live. 
(It doesn’t.)

You put up a facade and the person you 
present to the rest of the world is never the 
person you truly are.

See The price of faking, p. 12

Rev. Donald 
Ruppert, pas-
tor of Holy 
Cross Parish 
in East Ber-
nard, watch-
es as Bishop 
D a v i d  E . 
F e l l h a u e r 
blesses the 
new KJZT St. 
Anne banner. 
Below:  Of-
ficers of KJZT 
St. Anne So-
cieity No. 30 
p o s e  w i t h 
new society 

banner made by 
Helen Mica.  Offi-
cers of the 100-year-
old society are Emilia 

Svoboda, treasurer; 
Gladys Dusek, vice 

president; Sophie Ko-
renek, president; and 

Angeline Grigar, sec-
retary.   
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a remarkable expansion under the lead-
ership of the Gambrinus Company and 
Brewmasters John Hybner and Jimmy 
Mauric.  

In the twenty years leading up to this an-
niversary, the brewery growth has allowed 
for greatly increased tax payments to Shin-
er ISD and expanded donations that largely 
benefit the education of our youth as well. 
In recognition of the work that the Catho-
lic schools also do for Shiner, the leader-
ship of the brewery decided to make an 
exceptional gift to the Catholic school.  

“This gift represents a wonderful ges-
ture from Mr. Alvarez on behalf of Spoetzl. 
I think it helps the community as a whole,” 
said Jimmy Mauric, brewmaster.

The overall project will renovate 
the locker rooms, refinish the floor, 
repaint the entire facility, replace the 
windows with new energy efficient 
windows and cool the whole facility. 
With the permission of the brewery, a por-
tion of this challenge gift is already being 
spent so that the first benefits can be felt 
immediately.  

Jelco Gym Floors of Austin has 
been hard at work scraping decades 
of varnish off the maple wood floor-
ing prior to resealing the floor and 
applying new graphics and lines. 
“The refinished floor will look better than 
the original floor” said Jared Jellison of 
Jelco.  “We rarely get to work on a project 

where the before look and the after look will 
be so strikingly different,” added Jellison. 
Kelly Painting and Decorating of Victoria 
has already completed a complete removal 
of the old paint along with a fresh coating 
of white paint throughout the gym.  Spe-
cial attention was paid to the old metal 
rafters. The locker rooms are also undergo-
ing repainting and retiling in the showers. 
Both the boys and girls locker rooms will 
now be cooled.

“The look is incredible already” said 
Rob Whitworth, Shiner Catholic School 
Principal. “I am so grateful to the folks at 
Shiner Beer for their generous consider-
ation in this anniversary year.”

“When I first approached Jimmy 
Mauric and Shiner Beer back in Spring 
2008, I did not imagine they would be so 
generous” said Shiner Catholic School’s 
Development Director, Joe Arlinghaus. 
 “Though the Brewery has clearly always 
done all it could for both Shiner ISD and 
Shiner Catholic School, I worried the re-
cession might make this impossible.”

Only a portion of the challenge grant 
was used to fund the work so far.  The 
additional $100,000 now being solicited 
and the remainder of the challenge money 
will go to the two most expensive parts of 
the project, which is air conditioning for 
the gymnasium and new windows.  It is 
hoped that donors will be found who can 
make this all happen for next springtime. 

This gymnasium renovation gift has 
come on top of a year of exceptional 
fund-raising successes in 
the Catholic community. 
Saints Cyril and Methodi-
us Church just completed 
a major campaign to raise 
more than $600,000 for 
the renovation of the 
old convent and school 
buildings.  That goal 
was reached suc-
cessfully just weeks 
ago.  Additional 
foundation donors 
have more than 
matched those funds so 
that a total of $1.5 million 
will be spent over the next 
few years on that project. 
The school also began soliciting 
parents and alumni last summer 
for donations to help the school 
operating budget.  That new “An-
nual Fund Campaign” resulted in 
pledges of almost $150,000 last fall. 
Combined with other new fund-
raising efforts, the school has 
increased its annual fund-raising 
by about $350,000.  In a time of re-
cession nationally, Shiner Catholic 
School has had nothing but growth 
to report.  Thanks be to God! 

$100 grand for 100 years

Brewery supports parish gym renovation
Continued from p. 1

youth haVe a gooD time at VBs—Recently the parishes of Queen of 
the Holy Rosary in Hostyn and Sts. Peter and Paul in Plum held Vacation Bible 
School with the theme  “Discovery Canyon” for the young people from pre-k to 
the sixth grade. Each day the attendees would learn a daily theme word, hear a 
Bible story and learn a memory verse associated with the word. They also played 
games, learned songs and dances and made crafts associated with the day’s word. 
Pictured above are the “discovers” and the student helpers. All who were asked 
stated they had a good time. Several of the youngest ones were often heard sing-
ing the songs and doing the hand motions outside of the music class. 

KJZT NO. 101 DONATES FUNDS 
for tV mass—During a recep-
tion August 9, 2009, the Assump-
tion KJZT Society No. 101 of Victo-
ria donated funds to Msgr. Michael 
Harrold, pastor of Our Lady of 
Victory Cathedral, to pay for a TV 
Mass. From left are Carolyn Nev-
lud, Msgr. Harrold and Evelyn Di-
erlam.  The $450 presentation, $100 
of which came from the KJZT state 
office, helps the society remain  at 
Diamond status.

sacreD heart teens holD 
acts retreat—Michele Frerich 
and Scott Sommerlatte were direc-
tors of the summer 2009 Teens’ ACTS 
retreat.  The retreat was held July 9 
– 12, 2009, at Cathedral Oaks Retreat 
Center with 42 retreatants attending.  
The theme of the weekend was “Lord 
… if it is you, tell me to come to you 
on the water.”  The weekend was 
filled with music, prayers, laughter 
and conversation.  Return Mass was 
at Sacred Heart Church in Hallettsville 
with Father Michael Rother presid-
ing. Special thanks to Jeff and Tara 
Trlicek, adult directors, and all who 
helped and prayed for the weekend 
to be a success.  Michele is a senior 
this year at Yoakum High School and 
is a member of St. Joseph’s Church in 
Yoakum.  Scott is a senior this year 
at Hallettsville High School and is a 
member of St. Mary’s Church in St. 
Mary (Hallettsville).

By Cynthia Brewer
The offices of Vocations and Youth 

Ministry held the third vocation camp in 
the past three years for young men July 19-
22, 2009, at the Spiritual Renewal Center.  
From throughout the Diocese of Victoria, 
29 young men attended the camp, which 
was facilitated by five seminarians and five 
priests from the diocese.    

Special guests included Bishop David 
E. Fellhauer, who celebrated the opening 
Mass, and Msgr. Thomas C. McLaughlin, 
who celebrated the Monday evening Mass 
with the retreatants.  The Serra Club of 
Victoria and the Knights of Columbus 
9088 provided dinner and fellowship 
on Sunday and Tuesday nights, respec-
tively.  

The Vocation Camp is not a high-
pressured retreat to obtain seminarians. 
Following morning prayers (Liturgy of 
the Hours), Father Dan Morales led the 
closing Mass, and in his homily, he told 
the retreatants, “I did not pressure you.  If 
God is calling you to the priesthood, we 
are here to help you.  If God is calling you 
to marriage, we are here to guide you.”

He continued, “The only thing I care 
about is what we heard in morning prayer, 

Twenty-nine young men attend diocesan vocation camp
Romans 12:1-2: ‘I urge you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.  
Do not conform yourselves to 
this age but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that 
you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and 
pleasing and perfect.’”

Retreatants came from 
towns throughout the diocese 
and were between the ages of 
15 and 21.  

Of the camp, Jordan,18, 
said, “I thought it was fantas-
tic.  I came with an open mind, 
no expectations. It was nice 
seeing the priests in a different 
light – outside of the Mass as 
a normal, real guy.  It makes 
you open to the possibility, 
if that’s what you’re called 
to do.”

 “I really liked it here.  
Even if you’re here just to 
discern, it can help one be more open; it’s 
very informative,” said Zach, 19 years.  
“The prayers were something else; I think 

that’s what I enjoyed the most.”
Kevin, 18 years said, “You really got 

connected with the priests.  I thought it 
was just going to be a fun camp, but it was 

more than that.  We’d say the 
“Office” (Liturgy of Hours) 
every day.  It helps you focus 
on spiritual life, grow stronger 
in faith.”

Twenty-year-old Stephen 
said the retreat was a great 
experience.  “I really enjoyed 
the retreat, especially the 
quiet times, the nightly rosary 
walks, and getting to know the 
priests on an intimate level,” 
he said.  “I’m going away 
from this knowing more about 
what it is to be a seminarian 
or priest.”

“I needed to be away from 
everything, just us, a bunch of 
holy men,” he continued.

Stephen is attending Vic-
toria College as a biomedical 
science student to maybe 

become a pharmacist because he wants to 
help people, to heal them from sickness.  

He worked at a pharmacy for a year 
and has come to realize that pharmacy 
was a bit narrow.  As he continued to go 
to Mass beyond just weekends, he began 
to realize that he could help so many more 
people than just the sick, by showing them 

M s g r.  T h o m a s  C . 
McLaughlin celebrates 
Mass for retreatants.

See Twenty-nine young men, p. 9
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Family Puzzle Contest Winner to win “150 Bible 
Verses Every Catholic Should Know”

By Denise E. Bossert
catholicbygrace.blogspot.com

Catholic By Grace

My husband, John, was pushing forty 
when he entered the Church. His Uncle Carl 
made the same faith journey a few years ear-
lier, when he was nearly seventy. Both the 
uncle and the nephew had Catholic wives, 
but that wasn’t the reason they converted. 
If that had been their reason, they would 
have done it much sooner. The real fact of 
the matter is that Carl and John entered the 
Church because they had teachable hearts, 
which eventually gave grace an open door. 
Both men are intelligent and highly edu-
cated. Without exaggeration, they are the 
brightest men I know. 

When I asked John why he finally decid-
ed to become Catholic, this is what he said: 
“I realized that I was thinking about it all 
wrong. There I was, studying for my doctor-
ate degree, going to class, and listening to 
professors, and I trusted that these men and 
women were able to teach me what I need to 
know. I put faith in the university’s ability 
to confer degrees on those who attend their 
institution. It never crossed my mind to 
ask myself if the instructors were qualified 
and whether or not I should believe they 
have the credentials to teach. My job was 
to show up for class and to be teachable.” 
Then John summarized his epiphany by 
saying, “The Catholic Church is over 2000 
years old. The men and women who passed 
on the faith have been at this faith-thing a 
long time. The least I can do is trust that 
they are qualified to hand on the faith to 
me. I simply needed to show up and be 
teachable.”

John’s uncle is a man of few words. 
When asked why he finally became Catho-
lic, he just said, “Don’t you think it’s about 
time?”

That kind of midlife (or end-of-life) 
change in direction requires humility. 

Back To School
There’s no room for self-satisfaction. 
There’s no room for complacency. One 
must reclaim that childlike hunger for learn-
ing. But the challenge isn’t just for those 
outside the faith. Even the faithful within 
the Church sometimes lose the joy of learn-
ing. All too often, Catholics stop studying 
their faith once they are confirmed. I’ve 
heard some non-practicing Catholics say 
they just stopped going to Mass as a fam-
ily after the youngest child received First 
Communion or went through Confirmation. 
That is a tragedy. Shortly after being sealed 
with the Holy Spirit, they put their books 
on a shelf and let their faith atrophy. The 
parents proclaimed mission accomplished 
and the children said that’s cool.

Maybe you have kept the faith better 
than that. Maybe that doesn’t accurately 
describe your situation. Great. Even so, 
there is almost always room for growth. 
When was the last time you came to Mass 
and entered into the Liturgy with deep long-
ing? When was the last time you showed 
up at Holy Hour and quietly listened for 
Our Lord’s voice, confident that he was 
glad to see you and wanted to commune 
with you? When did you last pause for 
quiet time, pick up a spiritual book, read 
the life of a saint, or join a Bible study? 
When was the last time you did any of 
those things with the words on your lips, 
“Today, I want to learn more. I will be 
teachable. I will become like a little child.” 
You are never too old to become a student 
of the faith. 

Editor’s note: The Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process in 
which a person journeys towards full com-
munion with the Catholic Faith.  It is open 
to the baptized and unbaptized.  Please call 
your parish for further information. 

Sharon Taylor of Holy Cross Parish in East Bernard has won the August Family Puzzle 
Contest drawing and will receive the book “The Rosary ~ A Journey to the Beloved” by 
Gary Jansen, published by Faith Words.

Matthew Holub, 15, of St. Rose of Lima Parish in Schulenburg, and Clarissa Posada, 
8, of Parish of the Nativity in Eagle Lake, have won the August children’s contest. Be-
cause we lost last month’s contestant entries, we chose two winners this month. Each 
will receive an age appropriate gift from the Incarnate Word Gift Shop.

If you have not won the puzzle contest within the past six months, please send com-
pleted puzzle and contest form to The Catholic Lighthouse, P. O. Box 4070, Victoria, 
TX  77903, by September 25 for a chance to win the September Family Puzzle Contest 
prize of  “150 Bible Verses Every Catholic Should Know” by Patrick Madrid, published 
by Servant Books, a division of St. Anthony Messenger Press.

The September Family Puzzle Prize 
will be Patrick Madrid’s “150 Bible 
Verses Every Catholic Should Know,” 
published by Servant 
Books of St. Anthony 
Messenger Press.  Com-
plete the Puzzle Contest 
and name form and send 
to The Catholic Light-
house by September 25 
for a chance to win this 
book.

“Scripture is your 
guide to what matters 
most in life. If you’re not 
familiar with it, Patrick 
Madrid’s choice of 150 
key verses can ease you 
in.  If you regularly read 
and pray with Scripture, 
these verses will provide 
you rich food for thought.  
No matter what your situation, the Bible 
will help you evaluate the choices and 
make the decisions that confront you 

“150 Bible Verses Every Catholic 
Should Know” to be prize for contest

every day.  Either explicitly or implicitly, 
Scripture addresses all of life’s problems, 
worries, dangers, questions and uncer-

tainties.
150 Bible Verses Every 

Catholic Should Know of-
fers you a window into 
Scripture revealing how 
God’s eternal wisdom re-
lates to your life.” ~ from 
the book cover.

Patrick Madrid is 
a best-selling author 
of more than a dozen 
books.  A popular pre-
senter of parish seminars 
on Catholic themes, he 
is the publisher of En-
voy Magazine and hosts 
the Thursday edition of 
EWTN’s “Open Line” 
radio broadcast.  Patrick 

and his wife, Nancy, who live in central 
Ohio, have been blessed with eleven happy 
and healthy children. 

Saint Paul wrote:  “God’s Reign is justice, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Spirit.” ~ Romans 14:17

It’s common for modern builders to put 
up facades in their housing developments. 
These structures don’t contain homes, 
businesses or even usable space. They’re 
just movie-set fronts made to make a 
neighborhood more attractive, sometimes 
at the cost of local color.

These facades sell a lifestyle, not a real 
life. It’s like serving yourself a heaping 
dish of a favorite ice cream that is com-
pletely tasteless.

Where’s the fun?
Likewise, a personal facade is not real-

ly you. Sometimes, this can be beneficial: 
pretending that you’re a gregarious person 
when you’re actually shy might help you 
develop an outgoing personality.

Most facades, though, can hurt you far 
more than they can help.

Maybe you’ve been hurt by a boyfriend 
or a girlfriend, so you put up a facade that 
you just don’t care, walling yourself off 
from someone who might really like you 
for who you are!

Maybe you want to fit in, so you don’t 
do your homework, putting a good schol-
arship or college entrance in jeopardy.

In both of those cases, what’s re-
ally better? Being who you really are, of 
course!

Look closely at the ads you see on 
television. Car companies aren’t really 
selling a metal machine; they’re selling a 
sense of importance.

Does a Porsche really make you an 
important person? No, it simply takes you 
from one place to the next.

Jenny Craig doesn’t just sell diet meals; 

The price of faking who you are
Contunued from p. 10

it sells an idea of a happier you.
Will being skinnier automatically 

make you happy? No, we just think it will. 
The million-dollar diet industry proves 
that wrong.

Cigarette companies don’t really sell 
tobacco; they sell an image that you’re 
“cool” and “edgy.”

Do cigarettes make you edgy? Sure, 
when you haven’t had one for a while. 
Imagine what would happen if they went 
behind the facade in those cigarette ads: 
“Hello, I’m the Marlboro Man. I’m selling 
a cancer-causing addiction to nicotine.”

That’s not very attractive.
What kind of ideas are you trying to 

sell about yourself? Are they healthy? Are 
you trying for personal growth or are you 
just putting up a facade? Are you going for 
the full-flavored ice cream cone of life, or 
are you settling for something bland when 
you really don’t have to?

Sometimes a facade can help you over-
come issues such as shyness. But mostly 
keeping up a facade is more trouble than 
it’s worth. It connects you with people who 
like someone other than the real you, and 
it makes life taste a little less real.

It’s like that old Nietzsche quote: “If 
you stare too long into the abyss, the abyss 
stares back into you.”

If you try to sell others your facade for 
long enough, you might start to believe it 
yourself.

Make sure it’s something you really 
want, not something that someone else is 
simply trying to sell you.
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Sunday Readings from Sept. 6 to Oct. 11  

September 6 —  Isaiah 35:4-7a
Twenty-third  Psalms 146:7, 8-9, 9-10
Sunday in Ordinary Time James 2:1-5
 Mark 7:31-37

September 13 — Isaiah 50:5-9a
Twenty-fourth  Psalms 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
Sunday in Ordinary Time James 2:14-18
 Mark 8:27-35

September 20 — Wisdom 2:12, 17-20
Twenty-fifth  Psalms 54:3-4, 5, 6, 8
Sunday in Ordinary Time James 3:16-4:3
 Mark 9:30-37

September 27 — Numbers 11:25-29
Twenty-sixth  Psalms 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14
Sunday in Ordinary Time James 5:1-6
 Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

October 4 — Genesis 2:18-24
Twenty-seventh  Psalms 128:1-2, 4-5, 6
Sunday in Ordinary Time Hebrews 2:9-11
 Mark 10:2-16

October 11 —  Wisdom 7:7-11
Twenty-eighth  Psalms 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17
Sunday in Ordinary Time Hebrews 4:12-13
 Mark 10:17-30 

All daily and Sunday readings, as well as a reflection video, are 
available in text or audio at:

www.usccb.org/nab/

Natural Family Planning 
now offers Home Study Course

IRONDALE, AL (EWTN) – 
You and your friends are invited 
to join EWTN on the First Friday 
of each month at 3 p.m. ET as 
we air a special Holy Hour in 
honor of the Year for Priests. 
This program, with the Francis-
can Missionaries of the Eternal 
Word, will begin airing Sept. 4 
and will end in June 2010.

Each Holy Hour will include 
a sermon by Father Miguel Marie 
M.F.V.A., as well as hymns and 
prayers specifically for priests. 
Keep checking our Web site, 
www.ewtn.com, for a new web 
page on the “Year for Priests,” 

EWTN To Air Monthly Holy Hour 
in Honor of Year for Priests 

which will be unveiled shortly. 
The mini-site will contain infor-
mation on all of EWTN’s special 
programming during this Year 
for Priests (including videos, 
video clips, and promotional 
spots), prayers that will be used 
during the Holy Hour, news, pa-
pal documents, and a lot more!

Please join us the First Friday 
of each month during the Hour 
of Divine Mercy (and on the 
web every day) as we follow 
St. John Vianney’s admoni-
tion: “If you want good priests, 
pray for the ones you have…” 
 

Suit up for the record-break-
ing fall 2009 campaign both 
locally and internationally! 
Internationally this will be 
the largest, most widespread 
coordinated pro-life outreach  
ever! More than 200 cities in 45 
American states, five Canadian 
provinces ... plus Denmark ... 
are poised to launch 40 Days for 
Life campaigns in their com-
munities.

“There will be campaigns 
in at least 212 communities,” 
said David Bereit, 40 Days for 
Life’s national director. “Last 
fall’s campaign was conducted 
in 177 cities. This shows that 
support for the pro-life message 
is spreading — and that 40 Days 
for Life continues to have a posi-
tive international impact.”

Conscious of the great power 
of prayer, the Houston Coalition 

Houston launches biggest 40 Days for Life campaign ever
for Life maintains a peaceful and 
prayerful presence coupled with 
sidewalk counseling at Planned 
Parenthood’s abortion facility in 
Houston.  

Locally, dozens of churches 
have already signed up to spon-
sor a day in prayer at Planned 
Parenthood in Houston, but there 
are still opportunities to be part 
of this massive prayer vigil to 
be held from September 23 to 
November 1, 2009, from 6:30 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Planned 
Parenthood at 3601 Fannin.

Go to:  http://www.houston-
coalition.com/ to sign up your 
church or group and for a flyer 
to download to help promote 
this event. 

Get all of the latest informa-
tion on the 40 Days for Life 
campaign on Sunday, September 
13, 7:00-8:30 p.m., at Catholic 
Charismatic Center, Fellowship 
Hall, 1949 Cullen Blvd.  (Mass 
will be offered at 6 p.m.). Two 
more opportunities for Sidewalk 
Counseling classes will be of-
fered at Corpus Christi Catholic 
Church, 9900 Stella Link Rd., 
Houston, Tuesday, Septem-
ber 1, 2009, from 7 to 9 p.m., 
and White Oak Baptist Church 
(North wing), 3615 Mangum 
Rd., Houston, Tuesday, Septem-
ber 15, 2009, 7 to 9 p.m. 

Planned Parenthood is the 
largest abortion provider in the 
U.S. and the largest abortion 
rights advocacy group in the 
world.  In Houston they are the 
largest abortion provider with 
an average 25 abortions daily, 
six days a week – one-third of 
Houston’s daily average of 77 
abortions.  By praying for and 
lovingly offering alternatives to 
mothers and women approach-
ing Planned Parenthood, both 
mother and child can be spared 
the exploitation of abortion.   
For more information or to 
help financially, please go to: 
http://www.40daysforlife.
com/; HOUSTON COALI-

TION FOR LIFE, P.O. Box 
301094, Houston, Texas 77230; 

Ph.: (713) 395-1330; e-mail: 
staff@houstoncoalition.com. 

The Natural Family Planning 
(NFP) organization, Couple to 
Couple League, has created its 
own Home Study Course so cou-
ples may learn the Sympto-Ther-
mal Method of NFP at their own 
pace in the comfort of their own 
home. CCL has even designated 
personal consultant couples who 
may be contacted for help, advice 
or to answer questions regarding 
the program.  The consultants for 
the Diocese of Victoria are Rene 
and Wilma Galvan of Palacios.

“THE ART OF NATURAL 
FAMILY PLANNING® Student 
Guide” presents the Sympto-
Thermal Method of NFP within 
the beautiful context of Pope John 
Paul II’s Theology of the Body. 
The Student Guide follows CCL’s 
classroom presentation, thus, it 
is easily used as a home course 
manual. Produced in full-color 
and with many graphics and il-
lustrations, and with practice 
exercises for each new concept 
presented, this manual presents 
the Sympto-Thermal Method 
in logical, easy-to-understand 
lessons, with answers provided 
in the appendix for convenient 
self-checking.  Materials come 
in English and Spanish.

What are the advantages of the 
CCL Home Study Course?

CONVENIENCE — You 
learn it on your own…in the com-
fort of your own home…at the 
pace that meets your schedule.

QUALITY INSTRUCTION 
— The easy-to-follow lessons 
in the Student Guide provide 
you a complete and thorough 
understanding of all aspects of the 
Sympto-Thermal Method, as well 
as introduce you to the richness 
of Catholic Church teaching on 
marital love as explained in Pope 
John Paul II’s renowned “The-
ology of the Body.” The CCL 
Home Study Course has been 
thoroughly tested by couples just 
like you — and it works!

QUALITY MATERIALS — 
The materials that comprise the 
CCL Home Study Course were 
completely  revised and updated 
in late 2007 based on CCL’s 35+ 

years of experience teaching NFP 
. . . these materials are absolutely 
the latest and most up-to-date 
materials and information on 
the Sympto-Thermal Method 
available.

PERSONAL CONSULTA-
TION — This is a unique feature 
of the CCL Home Study Course; 
it’s not just materials, but service! 
You will be assigned a personal 
consultant who is available to 
answer your questions and offer 
advice until you are confident in 
your NFP knowledge. 

CONTINUED SUPPORT — 
With your one-year subscription 
to Family Foundations and access 
to Member Connections, you will 
be constantly in touch with the 
latest NFP findings, and will have 
NFP support at your fingertips.

What is the cost of the CCL 
Home Study Course?

The CCL Home Study Course 
is $150.00 + $9.00 flat rate for 
shipping and handling, and pro-
vides you with lifelong knowl-
edge of your fertility cycle. The 
only ongoing costs to practice 

NFP would be for new chart 
booklets every few years (sold 
at $4.00 for two booklets, a total 
of 32 charts), and an occasional 
new thermometer ($14.00). These 
costs are a fraction of what a 
couple would spend on artificial 
birth control over the course of 
their fertile years.

Satisfaction Guaranteed:
CCL is so convinced couples 

will be happy with the CCL Home 
Study Course that if, after look-
ing over the materials, they are 
not satisfied that the CCL Home 
Study Course is a very complete 
and usable way to learn Natural 
Family Planning, they may return 
all materials within 30 days to 
receive a complete refund of the 
price of the course.

To order, visit their online 
store at http://ccli.org/shop/ or 
call the CCL Order Department 
at 1-800-745-8252.

As Couple to Couple League 
consultants, Rene and Wilma 
Galvan of Palacios may be con-
tacted for counseling or questions 
at (361) 972-5030.
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Eagle Lake

El 10 de diciembre de 1948 la Asam-
blea General de las Naciones Unidas 
adoptó y proclamó la Declaración uni-
versal de los Derechos Humanos. Estados 
Unidos fue uno de los países signatarios. 
El artículo 25 dice lo siguiente:

1. Toda persona tiene derecho a un 
nivel de vida adecuado que le asegure, así 
como a su familia, la salud y el bienestar, 
y en especial la alimentación, el vestido, 
la vivienda, la asistencia médica…

2. La maternidad y la infancia tienen 
derecho a cuidados y asistencia espe-
ciales… 

Más de sesenta años después, la nación 
más rica del hemisferio occidental todavía 
no ha encontrado la manera de garan-
tizar estos derechos humanos básicos a 
su población. Y lo que es peor, algunas 
personas en Estados Unidos parecen no 
querer encontrarla.

El actual debate sobre la reforma del 
sistema de atención médica es un ejemplo 
claro. Hay muchas cosas que hacen de los 
Estados Unidos una gran nación. Como 
ciudadana estadounidense, sin embargo, 
no estoy segura de que 47 millones de 
personas sin seguro médico (o incluso 30 
millones según los optimistas) es algo de 
lo que pueda sentirme orgullosa.

Habiéndome beneficiado en mi juven-
tud del sistema público/privado europeo, 
con todas sus diferentes versiones, me 
cuesta entender la aversión que los esta-
dounidenses tenemos a un sistema público 
de salud que permite una multitud de 
opciones privadas. Existe mucha falta de 

Entre Amigos
Por Mar Muñoz-Visoso

USCCB

Inmigrantes legales y reforma del sistema 
de salud: inclúyanlos o no les cobren

información real y encuentro a muchas 
personas apegadas a aprensiones políticas 
y sociales del pasado (la medicina social-
izada de Hitler o del Comunismo) que, 
aunque bien fundamentadas en su tiempo, 
hoy debemos superar. Más a menudo, sin 
embargo, este temor está difundido por po-
derosos intereses que tienen poco que ver 
con las necesidades y preocupaciones de 
los pacientes o con el derecho de todos los 
estadounidenses a la atención médica.

De pequeña, mi madre nos llevaba 
al “médico de cabecera” (de familia) en 
el sistema de la seguridad social para 
nuestras dolencias habituales, y también 
si surgía la necesidad de ver a un especial-
ista. Nosotros teníamos la opción entre el 
sistema público y un seguro privado que 
podíamos obtener a través del trabajo de 
mi padre. No todo el mundo tenía esas op-
ciones pero, al menos, casi todos tenían ac-
ceso a la asistencia pública. Para nosotros, 
la decisión de si recurrir a un sistema o al 
otro a menudo residía en dónde estaba el 
mejor especialista más que en los tiempos 
de espera. 

De vuelta en Estados Unidos, la se-
mana pasada traté de hacer cita para que 
dos de mis hijos recibieran un chequeo 
médico antes de comenzar la escuela. 
Han estado fuera por seis semanas. ¡Me 
dieron cita hasta noviembre! Pero, ¿de 
qué me sorprendo? Hace seis años, cuando 
necesité visitar al estomatólogo, la espera 
fue también 16 semanas. Estoy segura 
que un poco de competencia saludable  
puede animar a las compañías de seguros 

privados a mejorar los tiempos de espera 
y el servicio.

La Iglesia Católica cree que la atención 
médica, como la educación, es un derecho 
humano fundamental. Por eso, los obispos 
estadounidenses afirman que la reforma 
del sistema sanitario necesita: a) incluir la 
asistencia médica para todas las personas, 
desde su concepción a la muerte natural; b) 
proporcionar acceso universal, con espe-
cial atención por los pobres, e incluir a los 
residentes legales; c) estar dirigida al bien 
común y conservar el pluralismo, incluy-
endo la libertad de conciencia; y d) reducir 
costos y repartirlos equitativamente entre 
los contribuyentes (http://www.usccb.org/
healthcare/, página en inglés).

 Algunos se alborotan con la insisten-
cia de los obispos de que se incluya en el 
plan a los inmigrantes legales. Tampoco 
entienden la posición de los obispos de que 
las mujeres embarazadas y los niños, sin 
importar su estatus migratorio, deberían 
recibir también cobertura médica para 
asegurar que los bebés nazcan con salud 
y que los niños reciban chequeos regulares 
y vacunas.

 Si el argumento de los derechos huma-
nos no le convence, considere lo siguiente: 
los inmigrantes legales trabajan—con 
autorización de nuestro gobierno—y 
pagan impuestos tal y como hacemos los 
ciudadanos; fuentes fidedignas indican 

Cincinnati, OH —La pareja para 
Emparejarse la Liga (CCL) ha abierto su 
nuevo, en línea programa español de la 
formación del profesorado el 22 de julio de 
2009, un movimiento que continúa el de-
sarrollo de su programa natural actualizado 
de la planificación familiar (NFP) comen-
zado hace varios años. El lanzamiento de 
este programa de entrenamiento trae la 
alta calidad, entrenamiento no-cost de la 
Español-lengua para los profesores del 
NFP a todas las diócesis en los E.E.U.U.

En enero de 2008, la liga reveló un 
programa totalmente actualizado del 
NFP, que ha sido recibido entusiástico 
por su cuadro de los pares de enseñanza 
del voluntario y los estudiantes. El nuevo 
programa ofrece haber simplificado con 
todo aún el método eficaz del 99% NFP, 
las lecciones de la moralidad basadas en la 
teología del ™ s del € de papa John Paul 
IIâ del cuerpo, las clases especializadas en 
los tiempos postparto y del premenopause 
de transición, y los materiales didácticos 
actualizados y la presentación de DVD. 
Pronto después de eso, el trabajo comenzó 
a traducir el programa a español.

La formación del profesorado del ™ s 

del € de CCLâ está en gran parte en línea 
y libre. Después de la aceptación en el 
programa, los pares trabajan en su propio 
paso con una serie de seis módulos: Intro-
ducción, gerencia, pensamiento teológico 
de Juan Pablo II, de la metodología del 
NFP, de los tiempos de transición, y de la 
presentación. Cada módulo se compone 
de una serie de cursos que presenten un 
sistema particular de asuntos y/o de ha-
bilidades. Algunos cursos han requerido 
lecturas; otros implican algunos ejerci-
cios prácticos (es decir, interpretación 
de la carta, escribiendo una charla del 
testigo). La mayor parte de los cursos 
culminan con las pruebas, que requieren 
un detalle pasando la cuenta para moverse 
adelante. En cualquier momento en el 
entrenamiento, los pares pueden recibir 
ayuda de central de CCL.

Para más información sobre programa 
de la formación del profesorado del ™ s 
del € de CCLâ visite generalmente www.
ccli.org/learn/teach/index.php. Para hablar 
alguien sobre cómo CCL puede ayudar a 
su diócesis de los E.E.U.U. con servicio 
español del NFP, contacto Silvia Schmidt 
en 800-745-8252, 3102 exteriores.

que  no son una carga para nuestro sistema 
sanitario (ver reporte 2006 de la Kaiser 
Foundation, una entidad no partidista, o 
el más reciente artículo de julio de 2009 
en el American Journal of Public Health, 
y otros). Además, según el Immigration 
Policy Center (Centro de Política Inmi-
gratoria) también cuesta menos cubrir a 
los inmigrantes porque, en general, son 
más jóvenes, tienen menos problemas de 
salud y son menos afectos a recurrir a los 
servicios de asistencia médica primaria o 
de urgencia. De hecho, el 78 por ciento 
de las personas no ancianas sin seguro 
médico en el país son ciudadanos esta-
dounidenses.

Por otro lado, cuantas más perso-
nas contribuyan al sistema de atención 
sanitaria, más se distribuirán los riesgos 
—y los costes—entre toda la población. 
Permitir que los inmigrantes legales  
puedan comprar seguro médico a precios 
asequibles, redundará en ingresos de bil-
lones de dólares en concepto de primas 
médicas que ayudarán a pagar por el 
costo de la reforma de la atención médica 
en EE.UU.

Si no se les va a permitir el acceso a 
la atención sanitaria y otros beneficios, 
entonces que no se les cobren impuestos. 
Es una cuestión de justicia. Y Dios nos 
libre de que alguno de ellos estornude 
cerca de nosotros.

CCL Lanza Nueva Instrucción 
en línea para Parejas españolas 

de Enseñanza de NFP
Sunday, October 18, 2009
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The Pope
Speaks

Pope 
Benedict XVI

CNS photo from Reuters

Ultimate
Getaways

Nashville Opryland 
Hotel Christmas

featuring the Rockettes - 
Dec. 2-7-2009

Mystery Tour
April 28 - May 4

Ireland
June 29-July 8 - 2010

New Zealand Cruise  
Jan. 2011

Please call or write for a 
complete brochure.

Pathways with Patti
334 Jurek Road

Port Lavaca, TX 77979
361.552.2695 or 361.920.3216

The Padre Pio Prayer Group will re-
ceive a visit from Padre Pio’s close friend 
and religious companion, Padre Ermilindo 
Di Capua, for the second time in two years.  
He is a priest from San Giovanni Rotondo, 
Italy, where Padre Pio, now St. Pio, min-
istered and is buried.   Padre Ermilindo 
spent the last three years of Padre Pio’s 
life with him.

Padre Ermilindo will celebrate the 
Eucharist at St. Mary’s Parish in Victoria 
Sunday, September 13, at 1 p.m. The Vic-
toria Padre Pio Prayer Group invites all in 
the diocese to St. Mary’s Church Sunday 
afternoon to meet Padre Ermilindo and 
receive his message and special blessings. 
It is assumed that he will bless participants 
with Padre Pio’s relics.  

Padre Ermilindo will officiate at other 
Masses in Victoria during his visit, includ-
ing Our Lady of Sorrows Friday, Sept. 
11, at 7:00 p.m., and Our Lady of Victory 
Saturday, Sept. 12 at 5:30 p.m.

The Padre Pio Prayer Group of Victo-
ria is the only Padre Pio Prayer Group in 
Texas that is officially sanctioned by the 
Vatican.  The group meets on the second 

Padre Ermilindo to visit Victoria’s 
Padre Pio Prayer Group 

Saturday of each month at St. Mary’s 
Church and begins promptly at 7:00 a.m. 
at the chapel.

By Catholic News Service 
CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy (CNS) — Just as in Christ’s time, living the Christian 

virtues today is not an easy task because it often requires people to go against the current 
of society, Pope Benedict XVI said.

The pope spoke about the demands of the faith at a Sunday blessing at his villa 
outside Rome Aug. 23.

He recalled that the Gospel describes how when Christ’s own disciples found some of 
his teachings too hard to accept he challenged his apostles with the words, “Do you also 
want to leave?” (John 6:67)  It’s a question that has echoed down through the centuries 
among people grappling with faith, the pope said.

“Even today, not a few people remain scandalized by the paradox of the Christian 
faith. The teaching of Jesus seems hard, too difficult to welcome and put into practice,” 
he said.

“As a result, some refuse this teaching and abandon Christ. Some try to ‘adapt’ his 
words to the fashions of the time, distorting their meaning and value,” he said.

The pope said Christ is not satisfied with a superficial or formal adherence to the 
faith, or with an initial enthusiasm that dies out. Christianity must be a lifelong com-
mitment, he said.

“Following Christ fills the heart with joy and gives complete meaning to our exis-
tence, but it brings problems and sacrifices because very often one has to go against the 
current,” he said.

The 82-year-old pontiff received warm applause when he showed the crowd his right 
arm, recently freed of a cast he had worn for five weeks after breaking his wrist.

He joked with pilgrims that while his hand was no longer bound it was “still a little 
lazy,” and, referring to the physical therapy he was undergoing, added: “I must remain 
for a while in the school of penitence, but we are moving forward.”

In any era, being a good Christian 
is not easy, pope says 

Pope Benedict XVI’s 
Intentions – September 

2009  

General: That the word of God 
may be better known, welcomed 
and lived as the source of freedom 
and joy.
  
Mission: That Christians in Laos, 
Cambodia, and Myanmar, who 
often meet with great difficulties, 
may not be discouraged from an-
nouncing the Gospel to their broth-
ers, trusting in the strength of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Vote on gay clergy may 
cause rift in Lutheran 

denomination
WASHINGTON (CNS) — A vote to 

permit the ordination of homosexuals in 
committed monogamous relationships 
for the United States’ largest Lutheran 
denomination may provoke a rift among 
its members and leaders. The 559-451 
vote Aug. 21 during the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America’s biennial 
churchwide assembly in Minneapolis ap-
proved a resolution to allow gays in “pub-
licly accountable, lifelong, monogamous 
same-gender relationships” to serve as 
clergy. The denomination had previously 
permitted celibate gay men and women 
to be ordained. The 4.6-million-member 
denomination joined the Episcopal Church 
and the United Church of Christ in accept-
ing sexually active homosexuals as clergy. 
The ELCA — formed in 1989 from the 
merger of the Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica, the American Lutheran Church and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church -- had 
voted in 2005 against allowing sexually 
active gays to serve as ordained clergy. 
The churchwide assembly is the chief gov-
erning authority of the denomination, and 
the Aug. 21 vote reverses the 2005 action. 
However, some clergy serving as assembly 
delegates indicated they would leave the 
denomination, or at least reconsider their 
membership. Leaders from about 400 
Lutheran congregations have planned a 
meeting for September in Indianapolis on 
how to deal with the situation, but without 
breaking with the church.

Majority of Catholics have 
no opinion on Tridentine 

Mass availability
WASHINGTON (CNS)— Nearly two-

thirds of U.S. Catholics surveyed said they 
have no opinion on the increased avail-
ability of the Tridentine Mass since Pope 
Benedict XVI made it easier for parishes 
to offer the traditional liturgy two years 
ago. Overall, 63 percent of Catholics held 
a neutral opinion about the availability of 
the Tridentine Mass, according to findings 
released Aug. 24 by the Center for Applied 
Research in the Apostolate, a research 
center based at Georgetown University in 
Washington. “Such a large segment of the 
Catholic population has no experience of 
this; they tend to have no opinion,” said 
Mark Gray, a research associate at the 
center. For “even some people who at-

tended this Mass as children, the interest 
has faded a bit,” he added. “It’s not nega-
tive. They just have no opinion.” Of the 
survey’s 1,007 Catholic respondents, those 
who favor having the traditional Mass 
offered more widely outnumbered those 
who oppose the increased availability of 
the Tridentine rite by more than a 2-1 ratio, 
or 25 percent to 12 percent.

Vatican economist says 
Christians must put ethics 

back into business
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The current 

global economic crisis shows that capital-
ism without ethical grounding doesn’t 
work, and Christians should keep this in 
mind whether they are business people, 
policymakers or simply consumers, a 
top Vatican economist said. Thomas Han 
Hong-soon of the Vatican Prefecture for 
Economic Affairs said that “the root of 
this crisis is a moral deficit” and that when 
it comes to business Christians have not 
always followed the principles of charity 
and justice found in the Gospel. “Let’s 
start by honestly recognizing that the spirit 
of capitalism doesn’t agree with that of the 
Gospel. The heart of Christianity is love 
for others. The nucleus of capitalism, rath-
er, is competition, which is the opposite 
of love,” Han told the Vatican newspaper 
L’Osservatore Romano Aug. 22. A radical 
overhaul of the capitalistic system is not 
very realistic, he said, considering that 
alternatives, such as communism, have not 
worked out historically. But better rules for 
governing the free market are needed, he 
said. “It’s clear that as Christians we can’t 
only pursue the notion of the highest profit 
at the lowest possible cost,” he said.

USCCB launches Web site to educate 
Catholics about missal translation

WASHINGTON (CNS) — A new Web 
site launched Aug. 21 by the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops was produced to 
educate Catholics about the forthcoming 
English translation of the new Roman 
Missal, the book of prayers used for Mass. 
The site, www.usccb.org/romanmissal, 
has background material on the process 
of development of liturgical texts, sample 

texts from the missal, a glossary of terms 
and answers to frequently asked questions. 
Content will be added regularly over the 
next several months, according to an Aug. 
21 news release from the USCCB. The 
bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship 
hopes the site will be a central resource 
for those preparing to implement the new 
text.
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By Patricia Zapor 
Catholic News Service 

TAYLOR, Texas (CNS) — The T. Don 
Hutto Family Residential Facility came 
into existence in the small Texas town of 
Taylor in the 1990s as a privately owned, 
medium-security detention center under 
contract to various agencies such as the 
U.S. Marshals Service.

In 2006, Hutto was converted for use 
by immigrant families, with space for up to 
512 people in bunk beds, with cells shared 
by parents and their minor children.

It quickly became the subject of a 
scathing report by the Women’s Refugee 
Commission and Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Service largely focused on 
conditions they said were inappropriate 
for children. A lawsuit followed soon after, 
leading to the release of families who were 
at Hutto at the time, and a court-supervised 
settlement agreement to improve the overall 
situation.

It proved to be far from the end of the 
criticisms of Hutto, as community, civil 
rights and religious groups kept up pressure 
for an end to family detention there.

On Aug. 6, the groups got their wish.
Three years after families were first 

placed at Hutto, John Morton, Homeland 
Security assistant secretary in charge of 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
announced that families will no longer 
be detained there. Instead, Morton said, 
families in immigration proceedings who 
are deemed likely to go into hiding before 
their court appointments will be detained 
in less penal-like settings.

“Our detention is civil in nature,” Mor-
ton said during a teleconference where he 
announced that and other changes to ICE 
detention practices. “It is not an exercise of 
penal or criminal incarceration power.”

He said arrangements would begin 

Immigrant family detention center has faced criticism since it opened
immediately to move families currently 
detained at Hutto – either to home monitor-
ing or to a less prison-like family detention 
center operated by Berks County, Pa., in an 
80-bed former nursing home.

Many changes in operations at Hutto 

followed the 2007 settlement of the lawsuit; 
they included the removal of the barbed 
wire atop its multiple layers of fencing; an 
end to mandatory uniforms for all adults 
and children; a loosening of controls over 
when detainees were required to be in their 
rooms; the construction of shade tents over 
playground equipment; the addition of 
curtains around the previously unscreened 
toilets in each cell; and the expansion of 
the children’s school day from one hour 
to five.

Msgr. Louis Pavlicek, pastor of St. 
Helen Parish in nearby Georgetown, is 
one of several Catholic priests who have 

provided pastoral care inside Hutto. He told 
Catholic News Service he’s seen significant 
improvement at Hutto, from more respect-
ful and friendly staff to some relaxation of 
the strict schedule everyone was expected 
to follow.

He said he believes most of the families 
being held at Hutto are working on getting 
documentation together that might help 
them remain legally in the United States. 
He said most seemed to be there for a few 
months.

Msgr. Pavlicek said, for the most part, 
families in Hutto seem generally resigned 
to their circumstances, with young children 
happier than teens, who better understand 
the situation. And it beat the practice of 
separately detaining parents and their 
children that existed before Hutto and 
the Pennsylvania family detention center 
opened, he said.

“Overall, I think it’s better than splitting 
up families,” he said.

Even with those changes, critics of 
Hutto didn’t let up, saying children simply 
should not be detained.

At a June 20 rally outside the deten-
tion center, participants from across Texas 
called for Hutto to be closed and its detain-
ees released to more normal family living 
conditions.

“Schools not jails,” “Free the Children,” 
“Immigration is not a crime,” and “Shut 
down T. Don Hutto” read signs and T-
shirts among the 100 or so people braving 
100-degree mid-afternoon sun. For a while 
during the hours-long rally, detained chil-
dren could be seen from a distance, playing 
soccer on a playground behind multiple 
layers of fencing.

Hutto security officers monitored the 
rally closely, filming the proceedings and 
participants and admonishing anyone who 
strayed onto the Corrections Corporation 
property in search of shade under a row 
of saplings.

David Atwood of Pax Christi Texas, a 
Catholic peace and justice organization, 
told CNS at the rally that “incarcerating 
children who have done nothing wrong 
shows how far our nation has fallen in 
recent years in terms of respecting basic 
human rights.”

He cited a 2003 joint statement of 
U.S. and Mexican bishops, “Strangers No 
Longer: Together on the Journey of Hope,” 
saying “migrants without documentation 
should not be treated like criminals” and 
that children deserve special protection.

“Clearly the incarceration of women 
and children in the Hutto facility is contrary 
to what the Catholic bishops have stated in 
this document,” Atwood said.

In a July 2 report on how Hutto was 
meeting the lawsuit settlement agreement, 
its court-appointed monitor took the Cor-
rections Corporation and ICE to task for 
continued shortcomings and flawed think-
ing about keeping children in a former 
medium security prison.

U.S. Magistrate Andrew W. Austin 
noted many improvements at Hutto, includ-
ing the addition of counseling services and 
regular field trips for the children.

However, Austin’s report also included 
comments such as: “It seems fundamen-
tally wrong to house children and their 
non-criminal parents this way. We can do 
better.”

An Amnesty International report, re-
leased in March and titled “Jailed Without 
Justice: Immigration Detention in the 
USA,” said the average cost of immigrant 
detention is $95 per person per day. Alterna-
tives such as monitoring by electronic ankle 
bracelets or phone reporting cost as little 
as $12 a day. It said 91 percent of people 
monitored by those means report for their 
immigration court proceedings.

CHILDREN PLAY IN FENCED-IN AREA AT DETENTION CENTER IN 
TEXAS—Children play in a double-fenced playground area outside the T. 
Don Hutto Family Residential Facility in Taylor, Texas, in late June. The former 
medium-security prison converted for family detention in 2006 has been the 
subject of harsh criticism from attorneys, immigrant advocates and civil rights 
organizations. (CNS photo/Bahram Mark Sobhani) 

“Interrupted Lives: Catholic 
Sisters Under European 

Communism,” Sept. 13, ABC 
NEW YORK (CNS)—The hour-long 

documentary “Interrupted Lives: Catholic 
Sisters Under European Communism” 
provides a poignant look at the devastat-
ing effects of the Soviet bloc’s policy of 
official atheism, from 1945 to 1989, upon 
the region’s women religious. Written 
and directed by Franciscan Sister Judith 
Ann Zielinski, the special will air on ABC 
stations and affiliates beginning Sunday, 
Sept. 13 (check local listings) as part of 
the “Vision & Values” series created by 
the Interfaith Broadcasting Commission. 
“Interrupted Lives” was funded in part by 
the U.S. bishops’ Catholic Communication 
Campaign and Collection for the Church 
in Central and Eastern Europe. DVDs of 
this documentary are available by calling 
(800) 235-8722.
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See our Web site at:  www.victoriaczechs.org

By Judith Sudilovsky 
BETHLEHEM, West Bank (CNS) – 

The continuation of construction in Israeli 
West Bank settlements is counterproductive 
to the renewal of Israeli-Palestinian nego-
tiations aimed at reaching a peace agree-
ment, said a prominent Catholic resident 
of Bethlehem.

“It perpetuates anger, distrust in the 
international community and the loss of 
hope,” said George Ghattas, general direc-
tor of program development at the Latin 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem. “Expansion 
of the settlements is a slap in the face of 
democracy and reconciliation.”  To reach 
an agreement, he said, each side must rec-
ognize that the other side also needs space 
for the viable growth of its population.

U.S. President Barack Obama has 
called on Israel to halt expansion of the 
settlements. 

Part of the problem when talking 
about settlement expansion is an issue of 

Expansion of West Bank settlements 
seen as delaying Middle East peace 

semantics. While for Palestinians places 
such as Har Homa and Har Gillo, which 
border the largely Christian village of Beit 
Jalla, are considered settlements and part 
of the occupied West Bank, the Israeli 
government defines those areas as eastern 
neighborhoods of Jerusalem and therefore 
not subject to the freeze sought by the U.S. 
administration.

Because of the lack of space for Pal-
estinian expansion, much Palestinian con-
struction has become vertical, concentrated 
in areas where there is no need for an Israeli 
permit, Ghattas said. This creates pockets 
of congestion, he added.

According to the Israeli Bureau of Sta-
tistics, in 2007, the latest year for which 
data is available, the Israeli population in 
West Bank settlements grew by 5.6 percent, 
three times faster than the growth of the 
general Israeli population. There are about 
300,000 Israelis living in the West Bank, 
not including East Jerusalem.

The Holy Land Christian Ecumenical Foundation’s 
11th International Conference & Awards Banquet

“Building Peace through Faith & Dialogue”
October 23-24, 2009

The Pope John Paul II Cultural Center
Washington, DC

 
Keynote Speaker:

His Eminence Cardinal John Foley
Grand Master of the Equestrian Order of the 

Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Vatican

To focus on Dialogue for Peace and Justice from a 
Christian to Christian perspective and amongst 

Christians, Muslims and Jews. 

U.S. Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond 
of New Orleans delivers the homily 
during his installation Mass at the 
St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans 
Aug. 20. (CNS photo/Peter Finney, Jr., 
Clarion Herald)

Native son of New Orleans 
installed to head his home 

archdiocese
NEW ORLEANS (CNS)—As a native 

New Orleanian, Archbishop Gregory M. 
Aymond had walked through the front 
doors of venerable St. Louis Cathedral 
hundreds of times as a seminarian, priest 
and auxiliary bishop. But as applause 
erupted inside a packed cathedral Aug. 20, 
he suddenly realized he was walking not 
only into the cathedral but also into his-
tory. Archbishop Aymond, 59, became the 
first New Orleans native to be installed as 
archbishop in the 216-year history of the 
local church since the formal establish-
ment of the Diocese of Louisiana and the 
Floridas in 1793. Afterward, Archbishop 
Aymond was at a loss for words. “It’s just 
overwhelming,” he said in the cathedral 
rectory after the Mass. “I still can’t believe 
that I am the archbishop of New Orleans, 
but I think I am.” Inside the rectory, there 
was another equally amazing sight: The 
four living archbishops of New Orleans 
stood side by side, trading quips with 
each other. New Orleans is believed to be 

the only U.S. diocese ever to have four 
living archbishops: Archbishop Philip M. 
Hannan, 96, who served from 1965 until 
he retired in December 1988; Archbishop 
Francis B. Schulte, 83, 1989-2002; Arch-
bishop Alfred C. Hughes, 76, 2002-09; and 
Archbishop Aymond.

By Nancy Frazier O’Brien 
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Sen. Ed-

ward M. Kennedy, who died late Aug. 25 at 
the age of 77, stood firmly on the side of the 
Catholic Church on a wide range of issues 
from immigration reform to the minimum 
wage during his 47 years as a U.S. senator 
from Massachusetts.

But the youngest son of one of the 
nation’s most famous Catholic families 
ran into criticism from leaders of the U.S. 
Catholic Church for his stand on abortion. 
He opposed the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban 
Act, supported Roe v. Wade and was a 
chief sponsor of legislation to limit protests 
outside abortion clinics and to permit the 
use of federal funds for research projects 
using fetal tissue.

Kennedy died at 11:30 p.m. at his 
Massachusetts home on Cape Cod after 
a yearlong battle with a malignant brain 
tumor. His family was at his side, as was a 
Catholic priest, Father Patrick Tarrant. 

The senator took the helm of one of 
the most prominent American Catholic 
political families of the 20th century after 
his two older brothers, President John F. 
Kennedy and Sen. Robert Kennedy, were 
assassinated in the 1960s.

His death came exactly two weeks after 
the death of his sister Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver, 88. The only surviving sibling is 
Jean Kennedy Smith, 81.

Kennedy had served in the U.S. Senate 
since he was first elected in 1962 to fill 
his brother John’s unexpired term after he 
became president.

As the second-most senior member of 
the U.S. Senate, Kennedy joined with Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., in a bipartisan effort 
for immigration reform, which the Catholic 
Church backed but which was ultimately 
unsuccessful. In earlier years, he champi-
oned a national health insurance plan that 
church leaders supported, except for its 
inclusion of abortion as a covered health 
service.  He also served as a co-sponsor 
and/or co-author of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, the Family and Medical 

U.S. Sen. Ted Kennedy, D-Mass., 
waves as he walks out of Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital in 
Boston May 21, 2008. Kennedy, 
who died at his Cape Cod, Mass., 
home late Aug. 25, was a major 
figure in the Democratic Party who 
took the helm of one of America’s 
most fabled Catholic political fami-
lies after two older brothers were 
assassinated. He was 77. (CNS 
photo/Brian Snyder, Reuters) 

Ted Kennedy, longtime senator, dies at 77
Leave Act, the State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, and legislation raising 
the minimum wage from $5.15 to $7.25 
per hour.

He was a vocal opponent of both the 
Vietnam War and the war in Iraq and a 
strong supporter of the civil rights move-
ment, increased federal funding of public 
schools and early education programs such 
as Head Start, universal health coverage, 
the rights of workers to organize and to earn 
a living wage, and immigration reform that 
would lead toward citizenship.

On most of those issues Kennedy’s 
stance was on the same side as Catholic 
leaders, but on abortion they diverged 
sharply.

He did not begin his Senate career as an 
abortion supporter, however, according to a 
1971 letter that surfaced many years later.

“While the deep concern of a woman 
bearing an unwanted child merits consid-
eration and sympathy, it is my personal 
feeling that the legalization of abortion 
on demand is not in accordance with the 
value which our civilization places on hu-
man life,” Kennedy wrote a year and a half 
before Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court 
decision that lifted most state restrictions 
on abortion.

“Wanted or unwanted, I believe that 
human life, even at its earliest stages, has 
certain rights which must be recognized ... 
the right to be born, the right to love, the 
right to grow old,” he added. “When history 
looks back at this era it should recognize 
this generation as one which cared about 
human beings enough to halt the practice 
of war, to provide a decent living for ev-
ery family, and to fulfill its responsibility 
to its children from the very moment of 
conception.”

In recent years, however, Kennedy 
earned a nearly 100 percent negative rat-
ing from the National Right to Life Com-
mittee and a 100 percent positive rating 
from NARAL Pro-Choice America for his 
abortion-related votes in the Senate.
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HOUSTON—The Catholic priest 
leading efforts to canonize the late Pope 
John Paul II will discuss his efforts and 
the legacy of the pontiff in a special 
public address at Holocaust Museum 
Houston on Thursday, 
Sept. 10, 2009. 

Monsignor  Sla-
womir Oder, who is 
based in Rome, will 
conduct an English-
language presentation 
of “Pope John Paul II: 
Builder of Bridges,” to 
be followed by a ques-
tion and answer period 
open to the audience. 
The Polish-born Oder will answer ques-
tions in either his native tongue or adopt-
ed language of Italian, but a translator will 
be present to facilitate the discussion with 
English-speaking audience members.

Oder was appointed postulator in the 
Cause of Beatification and Canonization 
of the Servant of God John Paul II shortly 
after the former pope’s death in 2005. 

The presentation coincides with the 
opening of Holocaust Museum Houston 
newest exhibit, “A Blessing to One An-
other: Pope John Paul II and the Jewish 
People.”

The lecture begins at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Albert and Ethel Herzstein Theater at 
Holocaust Museum Houston’s Morgan 
Family Center, 5401 Caroline St., in 
Houston’s Museum District. Admission 
is free. Seating is limited, and advance 
registration is required. Visit www.hmh.
org/register.asp or call (713) 942-8000 
to RSVP online.

Monsignor 
Slawomir 

Oder

Leading advocate 
for Pope John Paul 

II’s sainthood to 
speak in Houston

HOUSTON— In these tumultuous 
times of strife, uncertainty, and conflict 
between religions, adults and children 
can learn through speakers and free 
arts and crafts activities about the 
compassion and commonality be-
tween Muslims, Christians and Jews 
at Holocaust Museum Houston as 
part of this year’s annual Houston 
Museum District Day.  

All activities will take place Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, 2009, from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Museum’s 
Morgan Family Center, 5401 Caro-
line St., in Houston’s Museum Dis-
trict. Admission and all of the day’s 
activities are free. 

Adults and children are invited to ex-
plore the personal stories of heroes or “up-
standers,” individuals who did not stand 
by and watch atrocities happen to their 
fellow man, but who fought oppression 
in a multitude of situations. These stories 
will include the history of Pope John Paul 
II and of Albanian Muslims, both of which 
are subjects of the featured exhibits at the 
Museum because of their bravery in deal-
ing with people of differing faiths. 

Children looking to express their cre-
ativity will find an opportunity with an 
activity based around the child Holocaust 
victims of Theresienstadt.  One drawing, 
“Little Town in the Palm of Your Hand,” is 
of a young girl’s hand. To keep her spirits 
up and remind her of what was important 
to her, she drew pictures of all of the places 
that were important to her in the palm of 
her paper hand.  Children will be able to 

Houston Museum District Day – Sept. 12

Compassion of Catholics and Muslims 
to Jews explored in all-day event

do the same in workshops throughout the 
day on paper hand fans. 

Also that Saturday, two Houston-

area survivors, Ruth Steinfeld and Chaja 
Verveer, who endured the Nazi oppression 
and received aid from Catholic dissenters 
will speak about their experiences. Stein-
feld will address morning crowds at 11 
a.m., and Verveer will speak to afternoon 
visitors at 2:00 p.m.  

Also on view will be the museum’s 
1942 World War II rail car of the type used 
to carry millions of Jews to their deaths 
and a 1942 Danish fishing boat that tells 
the heroic story of how more than 7,200 
Jews were rescued from almost certain 
execution. 

Holocaust Museum Houston is free 
and open to the public and is located in 
Houston’s Museum District at 5401 Caro-
line St., Houston, TX 77004.  For more 
information about the museum, call (713) 
942-8000 or visit http://www.hmh.org.

For brochure or to register: http://ncche.setonhill.edu

HOUSTON, TX — Each month this 
fall, Holocaust Museum Houston will 
sponsor an exclusive and intimate guided 
tour through buildings used for religious 
worship by three of the world’s 
major religions: Judaism, Catholi-
cism and Islam. 

Congregation Beth Yeshurun, 
the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart (Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston) and the Islamic Da’wah 
Center are opening their doors to 
members of the museum and the 
public in the tour series “Building 
Faith: Church, Mosque, Syna-
gogue; Visiting Houses of Wor-
ship.” Each tour will give a brief 
description of the religion before 
moving onto the focus of the series: 
how the building is used for reli-
gious services for each community 
and the intricacies of how worship 

Jewish, Catholic, Muslim Houses 
of Worship Offer Free Tours 

The Catholic Lighthouse will host 
a field trip to the Holocaust Museum 
Houston Saturday, October 17, to view “A 
Blessing to One Another: Pope John Paul 
II and the Jewish People” exhibit.  Also in-
cluded in the tour will be “Besa: Muslims 
Who Saved Jews During the Holocaust” 
and the permanent exhibit, “Bearing Wit-
ness: A Community Remembers.”   

Transportation to Houston will be via 
an air-conditioned St. Joseph school bus, 
which allows for 50 passengers.  Cost: $20 
with a boxed Jason’s Deli lunch or $13 
with no lunch (pack your own).  Trip will 
last from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. with stops 

Lighthouse to host field trip to Pope 
John Paul II Exhibit, Houston

at Prasek’s going north and Mikeska’s 
returning.  Picnic lunch will be held at 
Hermann Park prior to our 1:00 p.m. tour 
at museum.  Tour not recommended for 
children under 12 years.  No admission 
charge to museum; however, donations 
accepted.  

To register, please call The Catholic 
Lighthouse at (361) 573-0828 ext. 31 
or 30. Medical Release forms may be 
downloaded at www.victoriadiocese.org/
lighthouse/lighthouse.htl .

First come, first serve basis.  Only 50 
spaces available! 

is conducted.
The tour series is in conjunction with the 

museum’s current exhibits on display that 
highlight the possible compassion between 

the three monotheistic religions, “A Bless-
ing to One Another: Pope John Paul II and 
the Jewish People” and “Besa: Muslims 
Who Saved Jews during the Holocaust.” 
Following the tours, the museum will invite 
members to come and tour these two chang-
ing exhibits on Thursday, Dec. 3, beginning 
at 5 p.m. A panel discussion will follow at 
7 p.m. in the Albert and Ethel Herzstein 
Theater featuring a religious leader from 
each religion discussed during the tours.

The first tour will be on Sept. 9, 2009, 
from 10 a.m. to noon at Congregation 
Beth Yeshurun, 4525 Beechnut, Houston, 
77096.

On Oct. 19, 2009, from 4:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m., the tour will be held at Co-
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 1111 St. 
Joseph Pkwy., Houston, 77002.

The final religious building tour will 
be on Nov. 13 from 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Islamic Da’wah Center, 202 Main, Hous-
ton, 77002.

Registration is required for each tour, 
and space is limited. To register, visit www.
hmh.org/register.asp. Members who wish 
to attend should plan on arriving 15 minutes 
before the scheduled tour time. Transporta-
tion is not provided, and all tours begin at 
the building site. For more information, 
call  (713) 942-8000, ext. 104 or e-mail 
membership@hmh.org.

Holocaust Museum Houston is dedi-
cated to educating people about the Ho-
locaust, remembering the 6 million Jews 
and other innocent victims and honoring 
the survivors’ legacy. Using the lessons 
of the Holocaust and other genocides, the 
museum teaches the dangers of hatred, 
prejudice and apathy. Holocaust Museum 
Houston is free and open to the public and 
is located in Houston’s Museum District at 
5401 Caroline St., Houston, TX 77004. For 
more information about the Museum, call 
(713) 942-8000 or visit www.hmh.org.

This is an exterior view of the new Co-Cathedral of the 
Sacred Heart in Houston.  (CNS photo/Erik Noriega, 
Texas Catholic Herald)

Holocaust Museum Houston, 5401 Caroline St., Houston
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Saturday evening, Oct. 3, at St. Matthew’s McDonald Family 
Center, 10703 Wurzbach, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  All you can 
eat; adults $12; children (3-11) $7; entertainment by DJ Ray; 
for tickets, contact Ross Loeffler (210) 408-0403. Event hosted 
by the Knights of Columbus Council #8065 to benefit various 
charities in San Antonio.

Bay City—Holy Cross Fall Festival and Turkey Dinner Oct. 4 
at the KC Hall (Hamman Rd),  starting with Mass at 9:30 a.m. 
in the multi-purpose building next to KC Hall.  A turkey and 
dressing dinner will be served from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. with 
drive-thru available at $8 p/p.  There will be a live and silent 
auction starting at 12:00 p.m.  Also available will be children’s 
games, cakewalk and much more.  Fun for all!

Hungerford—St. John’s Annual Bazaar Oct. 4 at the community 
center.  A barbecue- chicken, beef and sausage dinner will be 
served along with sauerkraut beginning at 10:30 a.m.  The auc-
tion starts at 12:30 p.m.  There will be games, country store, 
cakewalk, and much more for your entertainment.

Mentz—St. Roch Parish Picnic Oct. 4 on parish grounds (north 
of I-10 just East of Columbus).  The day begins with Mass at 
10:00 a.m. followed by a barbecue- beef, pork and sausage 
dinner at $8 p/p for adults and $4 p/p for children.  There will 
be an auction, games in a/c hall, country store and more.  Live 
music by Leroy Rybak band from 1:00-5:00 p.m.

Shiner—Shiner Catholic School Fall Festival Oct. 4 at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall.  A chicken barbecue dinner will be served at 
$7 p/p served from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  with drive-thru avail-
able.  The live auction begins at 12:00 p.m.  There will games, 
cakewalk, moonwalk, dunking booth and concessions.  

Tivoli—The Catholic Community of Austwell/Tivoli Annual 
Parish Festival Oct. 4 at Our Lady of Guadalupe.  A spaghetti 
dinner, with dessert and tea included, will be served starting at 
11:00 a.m. for $7 p/p.  There will be a country store, children’s 
games and much more.  The live auction will begin at 12:30 
p.m. Look for signs on Hwy. 35 at Tivoli.

Columbus—St. Anthony Fall Festival Oct. 11 at the KC Hall (I-
10 West/Glidden Exit).  A barbecue-beef and sausage dinner 
begins at 11:00 a.m.  Also serving pit barbecue, Mexican food 
and hamburgers.  There will be lots of booths, auction and 
something for everyone to enjoy.

East Bernard—Holy Cross Bazaar Oct. 11 at Riverside Hall.  A 
barbecue- beef, chicken and sausage dinner along with home-
made dressing will be served starting at 11:00 a.m.  Hamburgers 
will be served starting at 3:00 p.m.  Czech pastries, refreshments 
and country store items available during the day.  The auction 
begins at 12:30 p.m.  There will be games (12:00-5:00 p.m.), 
moonwalk, velcro wall, rock climbing wall and pony rides.  
There will be live music starting at noon provided by the Texas 
Legacy Czech Band (12:00-3:00 p.m.), Dujka Brothers (3:30-
6:00 p.m.) and No Limit (6:00 p.m.-?).  Masses at Holy Cross 
on Sunday, are 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.

Victoria—Our Lady of Victory Cathedral Parish Festival Oct. 
11 at the community center; doors open at 11:00 a.m.  A buffet 
style barbecue- beef and sausage dinner will be served.  There 
will be booths and games for the entire family to enjoy.  The 
auction begins at 12:30 p.m. in the annex.

Wharton—Holy Family Bazaar Oct. 18 with a barbecue- 
chicken and sausage dinner at $8 p/p at the KC Hall (2820 
N. Fulton).  

Eagle Lake—Parish of the Nativity Picnic Oct. 18 at the pavilion 
located at 545 South Austin.  The meal will be served from 11:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The auction begins at 1:00 p.m.  Food will be 
served throughout the day along with a variety of booths, games, 
activities and a dance.  See page 14 for more information.

Goliad—Immaculate Conception  Fall Festival Oct. 18  on the 
church grounds starting with Mass at 10:00 a.m. followed by 
a barbecue-beef buffet style dinner.  There will be a cakewalk, 
games, country store, moonwalk, ballet folklorico, music, auc-
tion (1:00 p.m.) and much more.

La Salle— St. Theresa Annual Parish Picnic Oct. 18
Victoria—Knights of Columbus Council 1329 chicken-barbecue 

fund-raiser Oct. 18 at the KC Hall (3610 N. Ben Wilson).  The 
price is $6 per chicken.  Beans and Spanish rice are available 
for $1.50 per pint.  Sale starts at 8:30 a.m.  Proceeds benefit 
various council’s projects.

Cuero—KC Council 1682 Annual Columbus Day Shrimp Din-
ner Oct. 18 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at St. Michael’s Hall.  
Plates-to-go available.  All plates are $7 p/p.  Proceeds are used 
for scholarships and various charities of the KC’s.

Falls City—Fundraiser for special needs boy, 11-year-old Zacka-
riah Yates Zetsche, Oct. 25, 10:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Falls City 
Community Hall, 211 Meyer St., 78113. There will be a BBQ 
plate sale, bake sale, raffle and live auction!  Zack is the son 
of Beverly and Chris Zetsche, relatives of Victoria area parish-
ioners. Zack’s formal diagnoses are Autism, Lennox-Gastaut 
Syndrome (a rare form of epilepsy), and Encephalopathy.  Zack 
needs brain surgery to remove two damaged areas of his brain 
to alleviate severe seizures and migraine headaches.   To 
make merchandise/cash donation for Raffle and Live Auc-
tion, purchase meal or raffle tickets, or for information, please 
contact Brenda Wiatrek Machost at (361) 573-5787 or e-mail 
at benefit4zack@gmail.com.  Monetary Donations: contact 
Falls City National Bank to send a donation for Zack’s care: 
Lillian Sekula, P. O. Box 339, Falls City, TX  78113; (830) 254-
3573 ext. 107; Lsekula@FCNB.net; make checks payable to: 
Benefit for Zackariah Zetsche, Reference: Account #05056799. 
As Zack turns 12 on October 1, all the support, prayers, and 
donations will be the greatest gift he could ask for.

Seadrift—St. Patrick Annual Turkey Dinner will be held Oct. 
25 at the parish hall.  Serving begins at 11:00 a.m. Plates are 
$7 p/p.

Hallettsville—The Sacred Heart Home and School Association 
Apple Strudel Bake  Saturday, Oct. 31.  The strudels come ready 
to eat for $14. Unbaked strudels sell for $12 each, and will be 
available for pickup at the  Sacred  Heart Family Center on 
the day of the event.  To order, call Charlene Bradbury  (361) 

Special Collections
Mission Sunday — October 18

Ongoing Events
To see the full listing of all on-going ministries within the Diocese 

of Victoria, see the diocesan calendar at: www.jiavic.com/
misc/calendar.htm or call the office for information at (361) 
573-0828.

Engaged Encounter—Register as soon as you have contacted 
your pastor due to limited space.  It is strongly recommended 
that you attend an encounter weekend four to six months prior 
to your wedding date.  For a registration form, contact your 
pastor, visit the Web site at  www.victoriadiocese.org/fam-
ily/ee.htm, or write to:  Engaged Encounter, P.O. Box 4070, 
Victoria, Texas 77903.  The weekend is held at the Spiritual 
Renewal Center.  The dates for 2009 are: Nov. 20-22. The dates 
for 2010 are:  Feb. 26-28, April 16-18, June 25-27, Sept. 24-26 
and Nov. 19-21.  For more info., call (361) 573-0828 ext. 30.  
All registrations are on a first come, first serve basis.  Fee must 
accompany registration form.

Picnics, Activities, etc.  
September

Inez—St. Joseph Annual Parish Picnic Sept. 13 at the community 
center.  A fried-chicken, brisket and sausage dinner at $7 p/p.  
Plates-to-go begin at 10:30 a.m. and serving inside begins at 
11:00 a.m.  The auction starts at 1:00 p.m.  There will be kids 
games, country store, cakewalk, silent auction and more.  Come 
out and join the fun!

Wharton—Knights of Columbus Council 3262 Bazaar and 
Celebration Sept 13 at the K of C Home, 2820 North Fulton.  
Serving barbecue-beef and sausage dinner at 11:00 a.m. – dine-
in or drive-thru available at $7.50 p/p (advance) or $8 p/p at 
door.  There will be an auction, games, raffle and much more.  
For more information, please contact:  Leroy Dettling (979) 
532-2218 or Richard Zahn (979) 282-2451.

Yorktown—Holy Cross Festival Sept. 13 at the community hall 
across from the church, beginning after the 9:30 a.m. Mass 
at the church, located at 1214 Zorn Rd.  Homemade sausage, 
barbecue plates, games, cakewalk, country store, live auction 
and many more things to see and do.

Port Lavaca—Our Lady of the Gulf Annual Parish Festival Sept. 
20 at Bauer Community Center.  A seafood platter will be served 
from 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at $8 p/p with dine-in or carry out 
available.  The auction begins at 12:30 p.m.  There will be a 
country store, games, food and a youth Wii Tournament.  For 
more information see page 9 or call (361) 552-6140. 

Bay City—Our Lady of Guadalupe Church Co-ed Volleyball 
Tournament (4 men, 2 women) Sept. 20 at 8:30 a.m.  En-
trance fee is $60/team - 8 players per team max.  There will 
be a children serving contest at noon.  To register or for more 
information call Lydia at (979) 216-6234 or Rosario at (979) 
216-7421.

Bay City—Our Lady of Guadalupe Church Festival Barbecue 
Meal and Auction Sept. 20 at the parish hall (12th Street and 
Ave. D).  The barbecue-brisket dinner will be served from 11:00 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at $6 p/p with dine-in, pick-up or drive-thru 
available.  Auction begins at 12:00 p.m.

Victoria—Knights of Columbus Council 1329 chicken-barbecue 
fund-raiser Sept. 20 at the KC Hall (3610 N. Ben Wilson).  The 
price is $6 per chicken.  Beans and Spanish rice are available 
for $1.50 per pint.  Sale starts at 8:30 a.m.  Proceeds benefit 
various council’s projects.

San Antonio—3rd Annual Pilgrim Center of Hope Golf Tourna-
ment Friday, Sept. 25, at Olympia Hills Golf & Conference 
Center (Universal City); Registration at 11:00 a.m.; Tee Time 
at noon; Shotgun Start - 4 Person Scramble.  Cost is $80 per 
golfer. For more information, contact Rudy Sotelo at (210) 
699-9795 or Rene Farias at (210) 493-1913.

Bloomington—St. Patrick Turkey Dinner Sept. 27 at the church 
hall (13316 State Hwy. 185).  The turkey dinner will be served 
with homemade dressing and more including dessert for $7 p/p 
beginning at 11:00 a.m.  Plates-to-go will be available starting 
at 9:00 a.m.  There will also be a live auction, silent auction, 
country store, games and more.  For more information call 
(361) 897-1155.

El Campo—St. Philip Annual Picnic Sept. 27 at the KC Hall 
(Armory Road, just off South Hwy. 71).  A prime-cut, beef-
barbecue and sausage dinner will be served beginning at 
11:00 a.m. at $7 p/p, dine-in a/c hall or plates-to-go available.  
Music by Dujka Brothers from 10:00 a.m.-noon and 2:00-4:00 
p.m. The Twilites will also be performing noon-2:00 p.m. and 
4:00-6:00 p.m. inside the KC Hall.  Other activities include a 
huge, country auction beginning at 1:00 p.m., bingo, ‘Second 
Time Around’ booth, country store, cake wheel, fish pond and 
a variety of other activities including rides for the children.

Koerth—Queen of Peace Parish Picnic Sept. 27 at the Sweet 
Home Community Center.  A stew and sausage dinner will be 
served starting at 11:00 a.m. at $7 p/p for adults and $3.50 p/p 
for children.  The auction begins at 1:00 p.m.; there will be 
games, music and other entertainment all afternoon.

Meyersville—Sts. Peter and Paul Annual Festival Sept. 27 with 
a barbecue-beef dinner from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at $7 p/p 
(adult) and $4 p/p for (children under 12), with dine-in or 
plates-to-go available.  Live auction begins at 1:00 p.m.  There 
will be a country store, cakewalk, kid’s games and much more 
for everyone to enjoy.  Mass:  Saturday 7:00 p.m. and Sunday:  
10:15 a.m. located at 11220 FM 237.

Victoria—Victoria County Annual Czech Heritage Festival, 
Sept. 27, beginning with a 9:00 a.m. Czech-English Mass at 
Our Lady of Victory Cathedral with Father Joseph Hybner 
presiding.  Following Mass, there will be lots of entertain-
ment, demonstrations and more at the community center.  
For more information go to:  www.victoriaczechs.org or go 
to page 17.

October
San Antonio—13th Annual Sausage Fest with Silent Auction 

798-3224, Annette Henke (361) 798-5374, Angela Harper  (361) 
798-3323 or e-mail charlenebradbury@hotmail.com.  Advance 
orders are required to guarantee  order fulfillment.  Victoria 
orders will be available for pickup  at Our Lady of Victory 
cafeteria on Monday, Nov. 2, from 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Upcoming Events
Praha—Veterans Memorial Service, Nov. 8 at 9:30 a.m.

Masses • Retreats • Conferences
Victoria—Padre Ermilindo Di Capua, religious companion to St. 

Pio of Pietrelcina, will say Mass at St. Mary’s Church  (402 S. 
Main St.) on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 13, at 1:00 p.m. The Padre 
Pio Prayer Group invites all to the Mass. Read more on p. 15. 

Victoria — Our Lady of Sorrows Prayer Group invites you to 
come and meet Sonia Sanchez, singer and evangelizer from 
Pharr, Texas, Sept. 16 at 7:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Church. 

Cursillos —The English Movement of the Cursillos of Christian-
ity of the Archdiocese of San Antonio (CCASA) religious and 
laity invite you to their upcoming events:

Men’s English Cursillo, Sept. 17-20, at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
in San Antonio – begins 5:30 p.m. on Thursday and ends 5:00 
p.m. Sunday with a closing ceremony.

Women’s English Cursillo, Oct. 15-18 at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary in San Antonio – begins 5:30 p.m. on Thursday and ends 
5:00 p.m. Sunday with a closing ceremony.

Address for both Cursillos is 617 South Santa Rosa Ave (1 block 
south of Durango next to I-35).  If you feel called to become 
closer to Christ by leading others to the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, view their Web site www.sa-cursillo.org; e-mail 
us at saenglishcursillo@gmail.com; call (210) 492-8788, or 
locally in Victoria, call Andrew L Marquez  (361) 579-0504.   
De Colores!!

Victoria—Diocese of Victoria XXII Annual Conference for 
Catechesis and Ministry, Saturday, Sept. 26, at Holy Family 
Parish.  See page 20 for all the information.

Victoria—St. Mary’s Altar Society Retreat, Sept. 30; Retreat Mas-
ter: Father Charles Sonnier; time: 9:30 a.m. – noon; Ends with 
Mass and lunch.  Make reservations by Sept. 28, to Geraldine 
Jurica at (361) 573-3949 or Janell Kruppa at (361) 575-8166.

Houston—Coming Events at Holocaust Museum Houston – Edu-
cation Center and Memorial: www.hmh.org/pc_home.asp.

Houston —2009 Scripture Seminar: The Psalms in the Life and 
Worship of the Church, featuring Father Lawrence Boadt, CSP, 
and Dr. Renata Furst, October 5 – 8, St. Mary’s Seminary.  For 
more information, please visit www.TXcatholic.org or contact 
the Texas Catholic Conference at (512) 339-9882.

Irving—2009 Seminarian Welcome Dinner at Holy Trinity 
Seminary of the Diocese of Dallas, Oct. 6, at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Fairmont Hotels & Resorts.  www.holytrinityseminary.com/
wd2009/. See p. 4 for more information.

Victoria—Charismatic Healing Mass Wednesday, Oct. 7 at Our 
Lady of Sorrows Church.  Rosary at 7:00 p.m. followed by 
Mass with Father Michael De Leon from Laredo.

Victoria—Holy Family Church presents Michael Cumbie for 
a Parish Mission, Oct. 18 – 21. Michael is an experienced 
speaker, musician and worship leader who will inspire with his 
knowledge, wit and incredible sense of humor.  He will have 
you rolling with laughter while appreciating your Catholic faith. 
Steeped in Southern Baptist tradition and a Protestant pastor for 
23 years, Michael ultimately realized that to be truly Catholic 
means to be in union with Rome.  He and his family joined the 
Church in 2001. Daily presentations begin each evening at 7:00 
p.m. at Holy Family, 704 Mallette Drive.

Educational Exhibit: “La Salle Lands in Texas – Errata” 
… to the end of 2009 

Wings Over Victoria: World War II in Photographs and 
Memories … to the end of 2009.  A decade of hardship 
during the Great Depression had been endured by 1941 
when the Victoria Advocate printed news that Victoria 
was in line for an Army Air Corp airbase. This exhibition 
examines Victoria during World War II with historical 
photographs, artifacts, WWII memorabilia and excerpts 
from oral histories.

Ancillary Exhibits: November 2009: Morhiss – Ameri-
can Archaeology on the Eve of WWII.

Upcoming Events and Activities:
Trip to the National Museum of the Pacific War in Fred-

ericksburg, Texas, Saturday, November 7.  Participants can 
enjoy self-guided tours of the museum and view a living 
history program at the Pacific War Combat Zone.  Advance 
reservations required.  Contact Lisa at (361) 582-2559 or 
e-mail:  lisa.brimberry@victoriacollege.edu for additional 
information.

Continuing Long-Term Exhibits include:
La Salle: La Bell & Fort St. Louis; Early Peoples of the 

Texas Coastal Bend; and Buckeye Knoll Site (archaeologi-
cal investigation at Victoria Barge Canal resulted in finding 
one of the three earliest burial sites in the United States).

Please visit the Web site at www.museumofthecoastal-
bend.org or contact Lisa Brimberry, education coordinator, 
at (361) 582-2559 for admissions prices and to learn about 
exhibits. Hours are from 10:00 a..m. to 4:00 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday.  The Museum of the Coastal Bend is located on 
the campus of the Victoria College at the corner of Ben 
Jordan and Red River in historic Victoria, Texas. 

Special exhibits at the 
Museum of the Costal 

Bend in Victoria
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You Are Invited to Join Us for this Annual Diocesan Conference

The Rev. Stanley De Boe, O.SS.T. will use this year’s Catechetical Sunday theme “Catechesis and the 
Proclamation of the Word” for his keynote presentation. De Boe states, “Christians are called to service 
in the world as one way of proclaiming the ‘Good News’ and making Christ’s actions visible in the com-
munity.” 

The day will be filled with informative and dynamic workshops by Catholic clergy, theologians, litur-
gists, musicians, and catechists, who, in addition to being knowledgeable in their perspective fields, are 
passionate and committed to their ministry. 

Conference participants will have the opportunity to visit with representatives from some of the top 
Catholic publishers and browse merchandise from several vendors.  The Knights of Columbus from 
Holy Family will be selling food and drinks for breakfast and lunch. Bishop David E. Fellhauer will 
celebrate the closing Liturgy.

   • 42 Workshops - Something for Everyone •

Mrs. Beatrice 
Cunningham

Sr. Bernadette Bezner

Mr. David Atwood

Mrs. Cynthia Goerig

Mr. Dan Girardot

Keynote Presenter
Rev. Stanley De Boe, 

O.SS.T.

Rev. David Garcia

Sr. Digna Vela

Mrs. Deborah 
Desjean

Rev. Donald Hayden, 
O.SS.T.

Rev. Gary Janak Rev. Dan Morales Rev. Juan Molina, 
O.SS.T.

Mr. Ron Friedel Deacon & Mrs. Tom Fox

Sr. Mildred Truchard

Dr. James Ball

Mrs. Maria Smith

Sr. Virginia Huser

Sgt. Paul Aleman

Mrs. Winnie 
Honeywell

Schedule of the Day
Doors Open   7:30 a.m.
Opening Prayer  9:00 a.m.
Keynote   9:30 a.m.         
Round A Workshops 10:15 a.m.
Lunch   12:00 p.m.         
Round B Workshops 1:15 p.m.
Round C Workshops 2:30 p.m.
Liturgy     4:15 p.m.             

Catechetical
• Spirituality of the Catechist
• Theology of the Body                  
• So You Are a New Catechist...
• Catechesis Is a Family Matter...
• Social Justice Begins w/Little Things... 

• Understanding the Mass...
• Preparing Parents for Their Children’s 
  First Communion & Reconciliation                   
• What Time Is It?  (Liturgical Year)
• RCIA for Children of Catechetical Age             
• HELP ME! (Six Tasks of Catechesis)
• Protecting Children Online

                         and many more..

Scripture 
• The Gospel of Luke

Español
• Cómo Escoger la Música para la liturgia
• La Campaña de Justicia Para los       
  Inmigrantes
• Oración y Espiritualidad    

Family
• Sacrament of Marriage
• Managing the Caregiver Puzzle
• Strengthening Marriage & Family     
  Education across the Lifecycle
• Protecting Children Online

General 
• Catholic in Word & Deed - Navigating 
  Catholic Social Teaching
• Beatitudes for Catholics
• Catholic Church & the Death Penalty             
• Justice for Immigrants Campaign: An 
  Effort of the U.S. Bishops                                        
• How Do You Read a Social Encyclical?  
  Caritas in Veritate               
• Holy Land Cries Out/Peace & Justice

Liturgical
• Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
• Reality of Liturgical Spirituality
• Selecting Music for Liturgy
• Answering the Call to Serve
• RCIA 101 
• Proclaiming the Word

Diocese of Victoria 
XXII Annual Conference for 

Catechesis & Ministry
Saturday, September 26, 2009  
Holy Family Parish in Victoria

Receive the best rates when you register before 
Friday, September 18!

Save by registering in groups from the same parish!
Call the catechetical office at (361) 573-0828, e-mail Chris 

Alvarez calvarez@victoriadiocese.org, or visit www.
victoriadiocese.org for more registration information.

Registrations after Friday, September 18, still accepted.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m., Saturday, September 26! 


